Women’s Bible Study
January 27, 2026
2 Corinthians 8-9

WELCOME! 

Goal of Bible study: 
· To grow in the knowledge of the Lord in order to treasure Him more fully and to reflect Him more accurately as we are conformed to His image. 

“And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another.” (2 Cor. 3:18)

Review: 
This Year: 2 Corinthians 

Author: Paul
History of Paul with Corinth
· 2nd Missionary Journey-Paul travels to Corinth from Athens alone. Meets Priscilla and Aquilla and works as a tentmaker. Preaches to the Jews and Gentiles and starts a church. Stays for 18 months (Acts 18) (Around 50-52 AD)
· At some point, Apollos and later Peter visit the church
· While in Ephesus, Paul receives a letter from them asking follow up questions from an earlier letter and also reports about them-struggling with worldliness, pride, immorality, understanding spiritual gifts (53-55 AD)
· Paul writes 1 Corinthians, delivered by Timothy
· He hears they did not respond well.
· Paul makes a “painful visit” to them. Tells them he will visit them on his way to Macedonia. (2 Cor. 2:1; 12:20) (55 AD)
· Instead, Paul writes a “severe letter” before going on towards Macedonia (2 Cor. 2:3-4; 7:8-12) (55 AD) 
· Titus brings a report to Paul that they have responded better. 
· Paul writes 2 Corinthians (Around 55 AD)
· Paul arrives in Corinth (around 56 AD) and spends 3 months there (Acts 20:3)
· Paul gathers the area collection and writes Romans from Corinth.

Purpose of 2 Corinthians: After a strained relationship with the church in Corinth that included a letter of correction (1 Corinthians), a painful visit, and a severe letter of rebuke, they have repented so Paul is writing to help rebuilt their relationship, address some ongoing issues (Super Apostles), and tell them how to prepare for his upcoming visit. 

 Issues Ongoing in Corinth
· Questions over Paul’s changing travel plans
· Lack of completion of the collection they were to do for the saints in Jerusalem
· Some are still entangled in immorality and idolatry
· Paul’s unwillingness to be paid like other “apostles” led them to question his apostleship.
· Of greatest concern was a group of Jewish Christians that Paul calls “Super Apostles” who question Paul’s legitimacy as an apostle because of his weakness, sufferings, and afflictions. 
· To urge them to make preparation for his 3rd and final visit. 

Outline
1. Overview and Introduction/Comfort in Affliction (1:1-11)
2. Paul’s personal defense-His Commendation is from God (1:12-3:18)
3. Paul’s defense of his ministry-Do not lose heart (4-5)
4. Paul’s Appeal-God’s grace is not in vain (6-7)
5. Call to complete the collection for the saints (8-9)
6. Paul’s apostolic authority over the “super apostles” (10:1-11:15)
7. Boasting in weakness/His power made perfect (11:16-12:13)
8. Preparation for Paul’s third visit/Closing (12:14-13:14)

Overview
1:1-11-Introduction (Sept.)
1:12-7:16-Paul’s defense: Personal and Ministry (Oct., Nov., Dec.)
8-9-Giving generously (Jan.)
10:1-12:13-The rebellious minority (Feb. March)
12:14-13:10-Preparations for a third visit (April)
13:11-14-Final Greetings (April)

2 Corinthians 1:1-11
Introduction
Blessing/Benediction
Paul’s trials and afflictions

Summary of 2 Corinthians 1:1-11:
After a painful visit and a severe letter, Paul finally gets word that the church in Corinth has responded rightly so he pens 2 Corinthians to help restore their relationship, encourage them in their trials, and address some lingering issues regarding the collection for the poor, immorality, and those who question Paul’s legitimacy as an apostle because of his weaknesses. Paul points to how weakness and suffering are part of sharing in Christ’s sufferings and are the mark the true believer. Yet, like Christ’s sufferings, our sufferings are intended to be used by God to bring comfort to others who are suffering as well. 

We are comforted in Christ in order to comfort others. 

2 Corinthians 1:12-3:18
Paul’s defense of his travel plans
God leads in triumphal procession in Christ
We are the aroma of Christ-aroma of death vs. aroma of life
Old Covenant vs. New Covenant 

Summary of 2 Corinthians 1:12-3:18
Paul begins the body of his letter by defending his change of travel plans as being out of love for them, answering accusations against himself and pointing to the faithfulness of God’s word through Paul. He urges them to forgive and restore the one who caused them all much pain as he shares his deep emotion over their wellbeing. But he thanks God who leads His people on a victory march, captives of Christ, following Him in His suffering and therefore spreading the fragrance of Him wherever they are led. Yet to some, that fragrance is life and to others, it is the aroma of death depending on their response to the gospel. Paul then answers the demand for a letter of recommendation by contrasting the Old Covenant with the New Covenant of which he is a minister. Under the New Covenant, there is life by the Spirit as hearts are transformed from hearts of stone to hearts of flesh and the veil has been lifted, allowing us to behold the unfading glory of God in the face of Christ. As we do so, we are transformed into His image as we become like the One we behold. 

We become what we behold.

2 Corinthians 4-5
Paul defends his ministry
Treasure in jars of clay
Temporary afflictions vs eternal weight of glory
New creation/Ambassadors

Summary of 2 Corinthians 4-5
As Paul defends his apostleship and ministry, he says that because he has been given this ministry of the new covenant, he does not lose heart. Rather, he has renounced underhanded ways that he is being accused of and proclaims Christ as Lord. God who shone light into the darkness at creation has now shone light into the darkness of the heart to give the knowledge of His glory in Christ. This treasure though is kept in fragile, weak bodies, jars of clay so that God’s power is seen, not our own. We then always carry the death of Jesus in our bodies as we die to ourselves so that life can be given to others. We have hope that all of our afflictions are temporary in light of the eternal weight of glory that is to come so we look to the unseen and are renewed day by day. Our earthly bodies are merely a temporary tent so we long for our heavenly body which is to come. While we wait, we can have courage because God has given us His Spirit as a guarantee of what is to come, and we know when we die, we will be with the Lord. Meanwhile, we seek to please God because we will one day appear before Him. God’s love directs every aspect of our lives as we are now a new creation with a new mission-to be His ambassadors, imploring all of those around us to be reconciled to God through the life, death and resurrection of Christ who became sin for us so that we might become the righteousness of God. 

Our frailty magnifies God’s power and the glory of Christ. 

2 Corinthians 6-7
Paul’s life as his commendation
Separate from the world/God dwells in our midst
Godly grief produces repentance

Summary of 2 Corinthians 6-7
As an ambassador of Christ and a minister of God, Paul warns them not to receive God’s grace in vain as today is the day of salvation. He puts forth his own life of sufferings and afflictions as his commendation that he has put no obstacle in their way, rather has laid down his life for them, by the enabling power of the Spirit and always looking at what is ultimately true in Christ. He urges them to respond and separate themselves from the uncleanness of the world’s idolatry because of God’s promises to dwell in their midst. Paul recounts his grief over the severe letter and yet, his thankfulness that it has produced in them godly grief and repentance towards God and Paul. Unlike worldly grief that only produces death, their repentance has brought earnestness and zeal to act in obedience and faith. This has brought comfort to Paul as his boasting of them to Titus was validated and as they received Titus with fear and trembling, bringing comfort to Titus as well. Therefore, Paul closes his defense of himself and his ministry with confidence that they will complete what he has them to do before his visit. 

Welcomed by God, we walk in holiness and godly repentance in the fear of the Lord.  

Group Discussion 
· Work through 2 Cor. 8-9 study guide. 

Teaching 2 Corinthians 8-9
“Grace Begets Grace: Walking out the Gospel in the Gift of Giving”


2 Corinthians 8:1-7: God’s Grace 
· Titus is returning to Corinth (with travel companions) to bring this letter and to put things in place for Paul’s final visit. One of those things is the completion of the collection for the saints in Jerusalem. 
· Paul is going to call them to gospel generosity because of God’s grace to them.

· What does Paul want them to know?
· What has this grace of God produced?

· These verses repeatedly focus on “grace,” the sacrificial, freely given generosity that God shows towards His people and produces in them. 
· This grace has been given-God is the giver of this gift of grace that was both given in the past and continues to be given. 
· Paul is going to use the response of the Macedonians to motivate the Corinthians to respond as well. 

· What came out of their affliction? 

· It’s likely they have faced persecution as believers resulting in economic poverty. Yet, in their poverty, they found joy in generosity. 

· What was the Macedonians attitude about the collection? 

· It doesn’t appear that the Macedonians originally were part of Paul’s collection, but they begged to be a part. 
· They gave voluntarily, of their own accord, whatever they could. 
· “Relief of the saints”-the poor believers in Jerusalem (Romans 15:26), brought to poverty both by famine and persecution. The Macedonians may have even felt a kindred spirit having suffered in the same way. 
· Exceeding Paul’s expectation, the Macedonians gave themselves first to the Lord and then, in acknowledgment of God’s will, to Paul and his companions. This puts them in contrast to the Corinthians who were skeptical of Paul’s character and ministry. 

· Who does Paul send back to Corinth and why? 

· Titus was qualified because he began the collection, he knew the situation in Corinth well, and he had deep affection for them. 
· The Corinthians excel in other “graces” so Paul urges them to excel in this as well. He again mentions this generosity is meant to be an act of grace, not of obligation. 

The Corinthians were strong in the things that centered on themselves-faith to work miracles, charismatic speech, and knowledge, but they were often weak in the things that benefited others (putting others first, serving others, etc).  Paul urges them that as they overflow in other graces, they should seek to overflow in generosity ss well. 

2 Corinthians 8:8-15-Paul Answers Possible Misunderstandings
· Paul wants to be abundantly clear regarding what ought to be the motive behind their giving, so he takes some time to clear up any possible wrong understanding. 

· Paul says his charge is not what? What is it meant to do instead? 

· He is careful to communicate that he is not commanding that they give rather, he desires that they would show others that their love is genuine-both their love for Christ and their love for others. He is going to go on to urge them not only to give but to desire to give in their hearts. 

· Who is their example of overwhelming generosity? 

· Paul uses language typically related to money (poor/rich) to highlight the generosity of Christ who exchanged all that He had in order to pour out His life for us. 
· He was rich points to His preexistence before He became poor for us. (Read Philippians 2:5-8)
· This is the true story of the gospel-others centeredness, self-sacrificial living, which was under attack with the self-centered, self-exaltation of the “super apostles.” 

We are made “rich” by Christ’s gift of grace both in our salvation and in His good gifts. The only right response is for us to be generous to others. Grace begets grace!

· What other misunderstandings is Paul trying to clear up? What ought to be their heart attitude? 

· Since Paul is not giving them a command, they need to desire to give first. They had a desire and a readiness when they started, so now he challenges them to finish what they had originally desired to do. 
· That desire is acceptable-they are called to give what they have, not more than what they have. Obedience and a willing spirit are always more important that the sacrifice itself. He is not saying they need to match the Macedonians in amount, for example. 
· Their giving will bring abundance to the saints who are suffering, who in turn will give out of their abundance in return. (Reciprocal care, prayer, joint participation in the gospel) Read Romans 15:27. As Gentiles, they have received the spiritual blessings of Israel, so the collection by primarily Gentiles to the saints in Jerusalem demonstrates their unity in the gospel. 
· Read Exodus 16:18. When the Israelites gathered manna, they all gathered the same amount. The point was the equality of all in the “household of faith.” 

2 Corinthians 8:16-24: Commendation of the Men Paul is sending
· Paul is sending 3 men (maybe others) with the letter so he commends them to the Corinthians. 

· Who does Paul thank God for and why? 

· God has put a heart of sincere care for the Corinthians into Titus’s heart. Paul has asked him to go but he is returning of his own will. Paul offers thanksgiving to God for Titus, his partner and fellow worker (v. 23). Paul wants them to know Titus is not coming to them just for the collection, but because of his deep care for them. His response of readiness to go is an example of the kind of voluntary response Paul hopes they will have. 

· Who else is Paul sending with Titus? What do we know about him?

· One brother who is famous among the churches for preaching the gospel. The churches have appointed him to travel with Paul for 2 purposes-to carry out this act of grace for God’s glory and to show their goodwill. These men have been appointed by the churches for this work of the collection.

· Why do these men travel together? 

· One of the reasons for traveling as a group is to be honorable in the sight of men. Paul’s desire to somewhat distance himself from the money is to protect his integrity. Few things destroy ministry more quickly than doubts about integrity with money. 
· Paul mentions a third man traveling with them-a brother whom they have tested and found earnest (diligent, eager). Paul commends all of these men-Titus as his partner in ministry and the brothers as messengers from the churches, as representing the churches in the area in escorting the collection to Jerusalem. 

“The Acts of the Apostles gives the names of those from the Macedonian churches who traveled with Paul from “Greece” to Jerusalem, after his final visit to Corinth: “Sopater of Berea … and of the Thessalonians Aristarchus and Secundus” (Acts 20:4). There is an ancient opinion (going back to Origen) that the renowned but unnamed brother of 2 Cor 8:18–19 is none other than the author of Luke-Acts.” (Barnett) But beyond that, we really don’t know.     
                     
· In light of these representatives from Paul and Macedonia, Paul urges the Corinthians to prove their love for others (and live up to Paul’s boasting about them). 

Break

2 Corinthians 9:1-5: Paul’s Upcoming Visit
· Paul encourages them that he knows he really doesn’t even need to write to them about this-he knows their willingness to give and has even been boasting about it. 

· What has Paul’s boasting about the Corinthians done in Macedonia? So why is Paul sending the brothers to them before his visit? 

· During his time in Macedonia, Paul boasted with “pride” in the willingness of the Corinthians to give, saying they had been prepared since last year. Their zeal helped motivate the Macedonians to give generously as well. But now that Titus has come to Paul with news that they haven’t completed it, Paul fears they may prove empty if they don’t finish what they started. 
· Paul now lets them know that he also plans to come to them after the brothers. He doesn’t want to arrive (with potentially other Macedonians with him) and find them unprepared. 
· Paul wants their response to be a willing gift, so he urges them to respond to the brothers whom he is sending now so later when he comes, they don’t give just because Paul is there or out of embarrassment. He wants to eliminate the possibility of their shame and strengthen their bond with the northern churches. 

2 Corinthians 9:6-15: The Gift of Giving 
· What is Paul’s point? What is to be their heart attitude about giving? 

· Paul’s point is that there is a reciprocal gift in giving. If they give bountifully (with blessing), they will reap bountifully (with blessing). 
· Paul is calling them to carefully consider what they can give and to do so not reluctantly or under compulsion but with a cheerful heart. (Ex. 25:2)

· What is God able to make abound to them? What does that result in? 

· Paul assures them that their generosity will not make them impoverished, rather God’s grace will give them all sufficiency to give generously to this good work. 
· Read Psalm 112:9. Paul is going to qualify the grace that will abound to them in return-righteousness and Christlikeness. 
· God’s own righteousness is revealed in His giving to the needy. He is the giver of the seed they will sow, which produces a harvest of righteousness in them. 
· God’s righteousness=His covenantal righteousness. As he has bestowed His righteousness on His people in Christ, they are to express that in the righteousness of their generosity. 
· Question: How have you heard these verses misused? What is the “promise” in the heresy of the prosperity gospel? How does Paul’s point about selfless sacrifice counter that? 

The harvest of your righteousness is the fruit that comes from our justification, here expressed in their generosity towards needy saints. For Paul, their participation in the collection is proof of their love for God, and the work of the gospel in their hearts. 

· What else will their generosity produce? 

· Their willful obedience to give generously because of the gospel’s work in their lives will produce even more thankfulness and worship to God. It will also unify the body of believers as they serve and care for one another, longing for one another, and praying for one another. 
· Paul ends his appeal to them with praise to God for His inexpressible gift-It is His surpassing grace to all which results in willful obedience in generosity because of God’s generosity to us. 

Application: 

1. Willing and abundant generosity to others is the only right response to the generosity that we have been given in the gospel. 
2. Generosity to others is just another way that we live a “crucified” life, following our Savior who was lavish in His generosity to us. 
3. Giving ought to be thoughtful, purposeful and intentional so that it is given out of a willing heart and not out of obligation or exaction. 
4. God will give all that we need, and it is His grace that enables us to give so He gets all of the glory. 
5. Our desire to give is so that God is thanked, worshiped, and praised, not ourselves! We push all glory to Him and receive what He gives to us in the process: more grace, unity with our brothers and sisters, the joy of participating in His work, and righteousness and Christlikeness being formed in us-all of which result in more praise and glory to Him! 

Thoughts to Consider: 

· When we talk about generosity, we often think financially (and certainly Paul’s point to the Corinthians is financial). But writing a check might be the easiest way to be generous. While there is faith to give generously, we are Americans with many things we can willingly do without to give financially in some way. 
· The harder generosity might be to be generous with our possessions, our time, or our convenience. 

Questions: 
-What is our response if our “stuff” gets damaged, broken? How quick are we to willingly share our cars, our homes, our “expensive” items? 
-How generous are we with our time? Do we give our time “when we have time” or do we give our time sacrificially when it will actually cost us something? 
-How much are we willing to be inconvenienced in order to serve or come alongside someone in need? Or do we have our plan that has no room for change? 
-How much are we generous with giving credit to others, lifting others up and lower ourselves? Do we hold on to our knowledge, our “credit” as our own possession? 
-Lastly, do we do these things reluctantly and under obligation or cheerfully, willingly, with joy, out of a response of gratitude for the grace God has given to us? Are we seeking our own life, our own plans, our own glory or His? 
We are called to give, give, give. Our money, our possessions, our time, our convenience, our credit, our knowledge, all that we have as we constantly seek to lower ourselves, take last position, last place, and receive the least credit for all of it so that we image Christ and the gospel in all things for HIS praise, glory, honor and thanks. 

Discussion Questions: 

1. How does our generosity (or lack of it) reflect our love for God and our understanding of the gospel?  



2. In what ways can we practically imitate Christ in the way that we give? How do we cultivate generosity that is willing and cheerful? 




3. Which area is the most difficult for you to be generous and why? (Money, possessions, time, convenience, self-recognition/credit) 




4. How can you be thoughtful, intentional, and prepared to show generosity in that particular area this month? 




Summary of 2 Corinthians 8-9
Paul is again calling the Corinthians to live out the gospel in “others-centeredness” and self-sacrifice. Contrary to the “super apostles” and the Corinthians’ own tendency, self-exaltation is not the gospel. Rather, like Christ, believers are to lay down their lives for others. In this section, Paul urges them to show that generosity and willing sacrifice in the completion of the collection that they started a year ago but have not finished. He puts forth the churches in Macedonia as those who have given out of their poverty and affliction, not reluctantly but with zeal and a strong desire to be a part of the relief of the saints. Ultimately, the example Paul uses for them to follow is Christ who was rich, but for our sake became poor so that we might become rich. He commends men whom he is sending with the letter as those who have deep care for them and want to help them get the collection in order before Paul himself arrives so they will live up to what he has boasted about them and not be put to shame. Yet, they are not to give out of compulsion, rather, with a willing, voluntary, and cheerful spirit. He assures them that they are not expected to give more than they are able and that their heart posture is what matters most. He encourages them that participating shows their love for Christ and is evidence of the work of the gospel in their hearts and God will give them the grace to complete it. It will result in a harvest of righteousness and continued thankfulness to God as well as bring unity and shared affection for the “household of faith.” All of this flows from God’s inexpressible gift in the gospel and His surpassing grace to us. 

Closing Thoughts: 

Jesus was rich but became poor so that by His poverty we may become rich. In Him, we have been given all things. May our lives reflect the generosity of Christ in the gospel and may we live out the “crucified” life in our overwhelming, willing, and cheerful generosity to meet the needs to others. May that result in increased unity in the body, our own sanctification, and continued thankfulness and praise to God, the giver of all things. May He receive all the glory. 

Grace begets grace: Walking out the gospel in the gift of giving. 

Homework: 

· Read 2 Corinthians 10:1-11:15 and work on the study guide  (To be sent out soon) Also, finish 2 Corinthians 8-9 study guide
· Next Study: Tuesday, February 24th (4th Tuesday)
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