Women’s Bible Study
April 29, 2026
2 Corinthians 12:14-13:14

WELCOME! 

Binders and Notes-Hand Out

This Year: 2 Corinthians 

Author: Paul

Purpose of 2 Corinthians: After a strained relationship with the church in Corinth that included a letter of correction (1 Corinthians), a painful visit, and a severe letter of rebuke, they have repented so Paul is writing to help rebuilt their relationship, address some ongoing issues (Super Apostles), and tell them how to prepare for his upcoming visit. 

 Issues Ongoing in Corinth
· Questions over Paul’s changing travel plans
· Lack of completion of the collection they were to do for the saints in Jerusalem
· Some are still entangled in immorality and idolatry
· Paul’s unwillingness to be paid like other “apostles” led them to question his apostleship.
· Of greatest concern was a group of Jewish Christians that Paul calls “Super Apostles” who question Paul’s legitimacy as an apostle because of his weakness, sufferings, and afflictions. 
· To urge them to make preparation for his 3rd and final visit. 

Outline
1. Overview and Introduction/Comfort in Affliction (1:1-11)
2. Paul’s personal defense-His Commendation is from God (1:12-3:18)
3. Paul’s defense of his ministry-Do not lose heart (4-5)
4. Paul’s Appeal-God’s grace is not in vain (6-7)
5. Call to complete the collection for the saints (8-9)
6. Paul’s apostolic authority over the “super apostles” (10:1-11:15)
7. Boasting in weakness/His power made perfect (11:16-12:13)
8. Preparation for Paul’s third visit/Closing (12:14-13:14)

Overview
1:1-11-Introduction (Sept.)
1:12-7:16-Paul’s defense: Personal and Ministry (Oct., Nov., Dec.)
8-9-Giving generously (Jan.)
10:1-12:13-The rebellious minority (Feb. March)
12:14-13:10-Preparations for a third visit (April)
13:11-14-Final Greetings (April)

Group Discussion 
· Work through 2 Cor. 12:14-13:14 study guide. 
Teaching 2 Corinthians 12:14-13:14
“Preparation for Paul’s Final Visit”
2 Corinthians 12:14-18: Paul’s Desire not to be a Burden
· Paul turns to wrapping up his letter as he says that he intends to visit them. 

· What does Paul ensure them that he does not want to be? Why? 

· As he has not burdened them in the past, he doesn’t intend to burden them at this visit. 
· He assures them that it is them that he cares about, not what they have, unlike the super apostles.  
· Paul has reiterated his coming visit throughout the letter (2:1,3; 9:4; 10:6) to correct them before he gets there so he doesn’t have to exercise his God given authority when he arrives. Here, he wants to address their attitude regarding Paul not taking money from them for support. 
· His reasons for not taking support was not to burden them and not to be on the same level as his opponents there who did take money from the Corinthians. 
· Paul views his role with the Corinthians as “paternal” since he is a father to them. He will then provide for them, not them for him. 

· What will Paul gladly do for them? 

· As a father, Paul will gladly spend himself on their behalf. In fact, it’s not a result of lack of love but evidence of his love for them. 

· What do some seem to accuse him of? 

· Apparently, some have accused him of taking the collection for himself in some sort of crafty deception. 
· Paul challenged that accusation with rhetorical questions-Did Paul, Titus, or any that were sent to them take advantage of them? Clearly Titus and Paul acted blamelessly toward them leaving the Corinthians no option but to acknowledge Paul’s care for them. 

2 Corinthians 12:19-13:4-Warnings of Paul’s Upcoming Visit
· While they may think Paul has been defending himself to them in his letter, Paul assures them that ultimately, he has been speaking before God with the goal of building them up. He is not merely arguing his position for his own sake, but he is speaking as a Christian before God who is a witness to the truths he has said to them. 

· What are some of the things Paul is fearful of concerning them?

·  Paul fears that he may not find them as he wants them to be and as a result they may not find him as they want him to be. 
· However, he has hope that they will deal with their issues, freeing Paul from a painful duty when he arrives. 
· He fears that his coming may involve quarrelling jealousy, anger, etc. This descriptive list suggests that this is what Paul faced during the “painful visit” which he fears he will have to relive. 
· He fears that he will be humbled again by their lack of repentance and grieved over those who sinned but have not yet repented. Doing so would result in grief and humility in brokenness over their sin. 
· Ongoing sexual sin was pervasive problem in Corinth and is what led to his previous visit and his severe letter. These many who have sinned, Paul will have to confront. 

· What is any evidence against them going to be based on? 

· There is a sort of procedure in mind. Evidence would be based on 2-3 witnesses. Despite his desire not to come to them in grief, it appears that is a true possibility. 
· For the 4th time in these verses, Paul assures them that he is coming to visit them. It appears some may doubt his ability to handle the situation. 

· Why does Paul say he will not spare those unrepentant sinners? 

· If they want proof that Christ is speaking through him, Paul will show them His kingly rule through the actions of His minister. He has already stated that God works in his weakness and his coming in apostolic authority will prove that. 
· In that same way that Christ who has been crucified now lives through the power of God, His resurrection power has been made perfect in Paul’s weakness, and they will know the power through Paul’s ministry to them. 

This section most clearly identifies the problem in Corinth which necessitated Paul’s 2nd painful visit and severe letter-unrepentant sin by some in their community. Paul’s grief over this sin created the thought that he was a weak man of the flesh. Paul reaffirms his ability to deal with these unresolved sexual problems when he arrives. 

2 Corinthians 13:5-10: The Call to Test Yourselves
· Paul moves from the demand that he show proof that Christ is speaking through him to encouraging them to prove to themselves that Christ is indeed among them. He urges them to turn their attention to themselves rather than him. 
· He wants them to confirm that they are in the faith and approved and if so, then he too is approved since they owe their existence to Paul’s ministry.
· Paul is not questioning the reality of the faith as he has called them “the church of God” and had confidence of them. 
· “The faith” implies the message about Jesus as opposed to his opponents who preach “another” Jesus and different gospel. 
· His question is rhetorical-certainly Jesus is in them. And that must mean that Paul is a true apostle of Christ. 

· What is Paul’s prayer for them? 

· He prays that they will do no wrong but would do good. If they hear and obey Paul’s letter, then his purposes will be fulfilled and there will be no need for him to bring discipline. This upbuilding of the church proves Paul’s apostleship. 
· Everything Paul does is on behalf of the truth and it is there that he experiences the power of God in the expression of the word of truth. 
· Paul is glad that in his “weakness,” they exhibit “strength.” In the end, it is their restoration that he prays for. 

· Why does Paul say he has written to them? 

· He is writing in order to build them up and that is in line with the authority he has been given as God’s minister. 
· He writes these things that he won’t have to act upon them when he arrives. 

2 Corinthians 13:11-14: Final Greetings
· How does Paul start this section? 

· “Finally” introduces the closing of his letter which, like other letter closings, ends with a series of final admonitions. 
1. Rejoice-despite Paul’s recurrent reminders of suffering, the believer is called to walk in joy. 
2. Aim for restoration-They need to be restored in their relationship to God and one another. 
3. Comfort one another-They are to comfort and encourage one another with the words Paul has said. 
4. Agree with one another-Paul calls them to be unified in their understanding of “the faith” which they stand upon. 
5. Live in peace-Believers fight spiritual warfare but not warfare with one another. 
Paul encourages them that in all of these things, God is with them. 

· Paul then gives various greetings. They are to greet each other with a “holy kiss” or warm-hearted familial fellowship. He also sends greetings to them from the saints, most likely specifically the believers in Macedonia where he is writing from. 
· He closes with a benediction of with deep trinitarian language. The result of comprehending the grace of Christ is knowledge of the love of God and then ongoing fellowship of the Holy Spirit. “The” God of love and peace is triune and that belief was present in the apostolic age. 

Did the Corinthians heed his warning? It appears that like the severe letter, it brought about repentance. Paul spent 3 months there after his arrival (Acts 20:2-3), they participated in the collection (Romans 15:26) and the letter to the Romans was written from Corinth soon after his arrival.

Summary of 2 Corinthians 12:14-13:14
Paul closes his letter by saying that he intends to come to them soon and he urges them to be prepared for his visit. He has told them to be prepared regarding the collection but now he warns them that they ought to heed his instructions because when he comes, he will deal with any who are still in rebellion and unrepentance. He returns to not taking financial support from them as a desire not to be a burden and to distinguish himself from those outsiders who have been taking advantage of them. Like a parent with his children, Paul is willing to pour out his life for them. He reminds them that he has not been defending himself, rather God knows the truth of his words and he is willing to exercise his apostolic authority when he arrives if he needs to. Fearing he may have to mourn them again, he warns that he will not spare them this time and if they seek proof that Christ is speaking in him, they will see it if they don’t heed his warning. He calls them to examine themselves to see that they are in the faith which he is confident that they are and that alone validates his apostleship as they would not exist without him. He hopes that he can come in “weakness” because they exhibit strength by their obedience. He concludes his letter urging them towards restoration with God, himself, and one another and reminds them that God is with them. The letter ends with a benediction that the triune Godhead would fill them with the grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. 

Break

Year End Review and Discussion of 2 Corinthians


2 Corinthians 1:1-11
Introduction
Blessing/Benediction
Paul’s trials and afflictions
We are comforted in Christ in order to comfort others. 

2 Corinthians 1:12-3:18
Paul’s defense of his travel plans
God leads in triumphal procession in Christ
We are the aroma of Christ-aroma of death vs. aroma of life
Old Covenant vs. New Covenant 
We become what we behold.

2 Corinthians 4-5
Paul defends his ministry
Treasure in jars of clay
Temporary afflictions vs eternal weight of glory
New creation/Ambassadors
Our frailty magnifies God’s power and the glory of Christ. 

2 Corinthians 6-7
Paul’s life of suffering as his commendation
Call to separate from the world/God dwells in our midst
Godly grief produces repentance
Welcomed by God, we walk in holiness and godly repentance in the fear of the Lord.  

2 Corinthians 8-9
Exhortation to complete the collection for the saints
Christ’s example of selfless giving out of poverty
Giving produces gratitude and thanksgiving to God
Grace Begets Grace: Walking out the Gospel in the Gift of Giving




2 Corinthians 10-12:13
Paul’s weapons of warfare and apostolic authority
Guard devotion to Christ
Rebuke of super apostles as servants of Satan
Boasting in weakness that magnifies God’s power and grace
Waging divine warfare to guard our devotion to Christ, we boast in our weakness because it magnifies God’s power and the sufficiency of God’s grace. 

2 Corinthians 12:14-13:14
Paul’s intention to visit them 
The goal of building them up and Paul’s fears of extended grief
Assurance of Paul’s apostolic authority in their lives
Closing exhortations and greetings 
Speaking truth in love means calling for self-reflection and warnings against disobedience. 

It is remarkable for the patient confidence of its author toward those wayward and fickle believers in Roman Corinth, for its disclosure of Paul’s personal hurt, and for his own robust yet subtle exposition of the gospel of Christ in relationship to the matters of current concern in Corinth, matters that are forever lost through the distance of history and the eternal incompleteness of our knowledge. Yet Paul’s words—the text—remain, and come to us borne by the Spirit of God, with the authority of the Lord Christ himself, whose devoted minister Paul was. (Barnett)

Thoughts on 2 Corinthians: 

1. Suffering and trials are part of the Christian life as we follow a crucified Savior. Our willingness to lay down our lives reflects Christ and in doing so, we spread the aroma of Christ everywhere that we go, whether it is received as the aroma of death or the aroma of life. 
2. Our frailty as jars of clay only magnifies God’s power in our lives and His sustaining grace. All of these afflictions are temporary and momentary compared to the eternal glory that is to come. 
3. We are to walk in humility and godly repentance being willing to sacrifice all that we have-our time, talents, and resources for the sake of the gospel because of the grace which we have received. 
4. In all of our struggles, He gives abundant grace that is fully sufficient to enable us to reflect Christ, who suffered to bring us to God. 
5. We ought to examine our lives and since Christ is in us, we ought to be transformed in our pure devotion to Him as we live out the crucified life of our Savior in our fellowship with one another. 

Goal of Bible study: 
· To grow in the knowledge of the Lord in order to treasure Him more fully and to reflect Him more accurately as we are conformed to His image. 

“And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another.” (2 Cor. 3:18)
Discussion Questions: 

1. How have we grown in the knowledge of the Lord this year? How will we more rightly reflect Him because of our time in 2 Corinthians? 



2. What do you want to take from our time in 2 Corinthians? 



Closing Thoughts: 

We live in a world that wants to avoid suffering or any idea of weakness. Yet, Paul urges the Corinthians to embrace suffering and trials as giving opportunity to boast in weakness because it magnifies God’s power in our lives and allows us to reflect our crucified Savior to the world. It is in our weakness that God is glorified as we have the treasure of the gospel in these weak jars of clay. Yet, we rejoice because know our suffering is temporary compared to the eternal glory that is to come. While we wait for that day, we are called as a new creation and His ambassadors to spread the aroma of Christ wherever we go as we lay down our lives and call people to be reconciled to God. We are to have a pure devotion to Christ rejecting any other gospel. And in our weakness, we find God’s strength as His grace is sufficient for all that need. As we follow our crucified Savior, we follow Him in weakness, brokenness and need and the Lord then uses these opportunities to cause us to walk in greater humility and dependence on Him. It is there that we most image Christ who walked in weakness and suffering, laying down His life for us. And just as His suffering displayed God’s power in His resurrection, our lives will reflect His power as He enables us to trust Him in our weakness and uses us for His kingdom despite our brokenness.  

But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 2 Corinthians 12:9
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