Women’s Bible Study
November 18, 2025
2 Corinthians 4-5
WELCOME! 

This Year: 2 Corinthians 

Goal of Bible study: 

“And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another.” (2 Cor. 3:18)

Review: 

History of Paul with Corinth
· 2nd Missionary Journey-Paul travels to Corinth from Athens alone. Meets Priscilla and Aquilla and works as a tentmaker. Preaches to the Jews and Gentiles and starts a church. Stays for 18 months (Acts 18) (Around 50-52 AD)
· At some point, Apollos and later Peter visit the church
· Paul receives a letter from them asking follow up questions from an earlier letter and also reports about them while in Ephesus-struggling with worldliness, pride, immorality, understanding spiritual gifts (53-55 AD)
· Paul writes 1 Corinthians, delivered by Timothy
· He hears they did not respond well.
· Paul makes a “painful visit” to them. Tells them he will visit them on his way to Macedonia. (2 Cor. 2:1; 12:20) (55 AD)
· Instead, Paul writes a “severe letter” going on towards Macedonia (2 Cor. 2:3-4; 7:8-12) (55 AD) 
· Titus brings a report to Paul that they have responded better. 
· Paul writes 2 Corinthians (Around 55 AD)
· Paul arrives in Corinth (around 56 AD) and spends 3 months there (Acts 20:3)
· Paul gathers area collection and writes Romans from Corinth.

 Issues Ongoing in Corinth
· Questions over Paul’s changing travel plans
· Lack of completion of the collection they were to do for the saints in Jerusalem
· Some are still entangled in immorality
· Paul’s unwillingness to be paid like other “apostles” led them to question his apostleship.
· Of greatest concern was a group of Jewish Christian “Super Apostles” who question Paul’s legitimacy as an apostle because of his weakness, sufferings, and afflictions. 
· Preparation for his 3rd and final visit. 

Outline
1. Overview and Introduction/Comfort in Affliction (1:1-11)
2. Paul’s personal defense-His Commendation is from God (1:12-3:18)
3. Paul’s defense of his ministry-Do not lose heart (4-5)
4. Paul’s Appeal-God’s grace is not in vain (6-7)
5. Call to complete the collection for the saints (8-9)
6. Paul’s apostolic authority over the “super apostles” (10:1-11:15)
7. Boasting in weakness/His power made perfect (11:16-12:13)
8. Preparation for Paul’s third visit/Closing (12:14-13:14)

Overview
1:1-11-Introduction (Sept.)
1:12-7:16-Paul’s defense: Personal and Ministry (Oct., Nov., Dec.)
8-9-Giving generously (Jan.)
10:1-12:13-The rebellious minority (Feb. March)
12:14-13:10-Preparations for a third visit (April)
13:11-14-Final Greetings (April)

2 Corinthians 1:1-11
Introduction
Blessing/Benediction
Paul’s trials and afflictions
We are comforted in Christ in order to comfort others. 

Summary of 2 Corinthians 1:12-3:18
Paul begins the body of his letter by defending his change of travel plans as being out of love for them, answering accusations against himself and pointing to the faithfulness of God’s word through Paul. He urges them to forgive and restore the one who caused them all much pain as he shares his deep emotion over their wellbeing. But he thanks God who leads His people on a victory march, captives of Christ, following Him in His suffering and therefore spreading the fragrance of Him wherever they are led. Yet to some, that fragrance is life and to others it is the aroma of death depending on their response to the gospel. Paul then answers the demand for a letter of recommendation by contrasting the Old Covenant with the New Covenant of which he is a minister. Under the New Covenant, there is life by the Spirit as hearts are transformed from hearts of stone to hearts of flesh and the veil has been lifted allowing us to behold the unfading glory of God in the face of Christ. As we do so, we are transformed into His image as we become like the One we behold. 
We become what we behold.

Group Discussion 
· Work through 2 Cor. 4-5 study guide. 

Teaching 2 Corinthians 4-5

2 Corinthians 4:1-6: This Ministry
· “Therefore”-what is Paul referring to?
· What have they renounced?  
· Why is the gospel veiled to some? 

· This section is linked to 2:14-17 in which Paul states they are being led in triumphal procession, not like “peddlers of God’s Word.”
· “This ministry” is a summary of all that has been said-ministry of the New Covenant (3:6), the Spirit ((3:8), ministry of righteousness (3:9), which was commissioned by God (2:17). 
· In light of that, they are encouraged not to lose heart. 
· Paul says he has renounced the ways of those who oppose him. Responding to God’s call for new covenant ministry means walking in a manner consistent with that ministry. 
· Paul is answering accusations against him-he maintains that the gospel that he preaches commends him, not “letters of recommendation.” 
· Paul is apparently responding the accusations that his gospel is veiled. But it is his accusers who do not see. 
· They have been blinded by the god of this world. He keeps them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ. Christ is the glory of the gospel. He is the image of God. 
· Paul proclaims Jesus as Lord, himself God’s servant. When the gospel is heard, the veil is removed and people can see. 
The God who called forth the light in creation has illuminated Paul that he might bring the glory of God to the dark human heart. God spoke day into the primeval darkness and now speaks light in the darkness of the human heart
· Paul is challenging that those who preach ought to preach “Jesus as Lord” and themselves as  “servants.” 

2 Corinthians 4:7-12: The Ministry: Life and Death
· Where is this treasure found? Why? 
· Describe Paul’s experience as God’s servant
· What is Paul always carrying? 

· Paul, God’s servant (slave) bringer of the life changing gospel is nothing more than a fragile jar of clay, in order to show its power is in God, not us. 
· While the ministry gives light, the Spirit, and the glory of God, for the minister it is filled with affliction, humiliation, as in “triumphal procession” we follow the crucified Christ, walking out the death of Christ everywhere we go.  
· Those things that to the “super apostles” discredit Paul are the very things that are fundamental to being Christ’s servant. 
· There is a clear contrast between the treasure and the vessel that it is in. This distinction counters those “peddlers” who claim to possess special power and ability. Rather, the proclaimer of the gospel of the crucified Christ must first live a crucified life. 
· This is a “tribulation list” of Paul’s experience as a minister of the gospel. Paul lists the ways that he has “died” yet the “but not”  shows how Jesus delivers them from death and gives life. 
· Yet, the life is in the Corinthians (v. 12). Paul gives his life for them. Paul suffered as a messenger of the good news so that they may have the “life” that Christ’s death accomplished. 

2 Corinthians 4:13-15: Life for the Corinthians
· What does Paul speak? 
· What does Paul know God will do? Why? 
· What does God’s grace bring about? 

· Paul explains how “life is at work in you” by his speaking and that God will raise them to be with Him. 
· Psalm 116:10-God delivered David from death and he gives testimony to what God did. Paul uses that to share that he believes God raised Jesus and will also raise all believers in Him. 
· Their speaking (and suffering) are so the grace of God would extend to them, resulting in thanksgiving and praise to God’s glory. 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18: Hope in the face of dying and death
· Why again does Paul say we don’t lose heart? 
· What does Paul call our afflictions? What are they preparing us for? 

· “So” again looks to what has gone before-all of the struggles and afflictions. 
· Outer self=all of the hardships/dying, withering away of v. 10-12. Inner self=life of Jesus, constant renewal 
· Paul says our afflictions are “light, momentary” (weight) compared to the eternal weight that is beyond description. Paul is not minimizing their pain, but it’s a matter of perspective. 
· These afflictions are preparing us for that glory to come. How? As we look not to what is seen but to what is unseen. 
Based on the hope of the resurrection because of Jesus’s resurrection, believers are able to say with Paul that we have hope and do not despair.

Break

2 Corinthians 5:1-5: Living in the in between time-Groaning
· What does Paul say that we know? 
· What do we long for? 
· What does that longing cause us to do? 

· Our earthly tent (corresponding to what is seen/temporary) is contrasted with a dwelling from God that is made without hands, eternal (corresponding to what is unseen/eternal). 
· In our earthly tent, we groan and long to put on our heavenly dwelling (body). We are burdened, not to die (be found naked, unclothed), but that we would be clothed with our heavenly body. There is tension between our hope that we have because of God’s promise and a groaning because we don’t have it yet. 
· As believers we want our heavenly body and for that which is corrupted, mortal to be swallowed up by life in the coming age. 
· Nakedness/unclothed-death results in separation from the body. Discuss man’s nature-body, soul, spirit. 
· This yearning is not from us but from God who has given us His Spirit as a guarantee of the life that is to come. 
We walk in the tension of existing in this fallen world but having the hope of the coming age, of the wasting away of our outer self and the growing renewal of the inner self. 

2 Corinthians 5:6-10: Living in the in between time-Confidence and Commitment
· Why does Paul say we can be of good courage? 
· What is our aim no matter where we are? 
· Why are we to aim to please Him? 

· Because we have His Spirit, we can be of good courage. He pauses briefly to answer what may have been a misunderstanding that because they have the Spirit, they are already with the Lord. He tells them if we are home with our body here, we cannot yet be home with the Lord. We know this because right now, we walk by faith, not sight. 
· We can have confidence in the waiting because the Holy Spirit has been given as a guarantee of what is to come. 
· We can also have confidence because once we are absent from the body, we know we will be with the Lord. 
· He returns to the reality of having courage and conviction. While we wait, our aim ought to be to please the Lord. Why? Because all things will be revealed at the judgement seat of Christ. 
Believers have a divine appointment with Christ that “must” happen in which all of the deeds done in the body will be judge. This is not condemnation (Romans 8:1) but it is evaluation in which commendation will be given. That reality ought to sober us and drive us to respond in the love and obedience He commands. 

2 Corinthians 5:11-13: Paul’s ministry
· Knowing this, what does Paul do? 
· Why does Paul give them cause to “boast” about him? 

· Because Paul knows what it means to fear the Lord, because of coming judgment, he seeks to persuade people to turn to Christ. 
· Again, Paul is arguing for his legitimacy as an apostle-he is known by God and all that he is and does is known. 
· He is giving them something to which they can reply to those who question him-they can be rightly proud of Paul’s desire and heart for them
· Paul gives 2 aspects to his behavior-first his zeal which is for God. It is not his outward zeal that legitimizes his ministry. It is his self-control and right-mindedness that he operates out of in evangelism. 

2 Corinthians 5:14-17: The Scope of Ministry-All People
· What controls Paul’s actions? Why? 
· Knowing this, what does Paul do? 
· What is true of those in Christ Jesus? 

· Nothing was for Paul’s own life-rather the love of Christ controls all that he does. It is the controlling force at the center of his being. 
· This love of Christ is manifested in His death for all. In Adam, all have died (Romans 5:12). Yet through Jesus’s death and resurrection, the effects of death are overturned. 
· Death points to 2 things here-we are dead in our sin. But now One has died that we might be reconciled to God and we are to now die to ourselves. 
· Those who belong to Christ no longer live for themselves but for Him. 
· At one time, Paul regarded Jesus according to the flesh-saw Him and His followers as blasphemers. But know he knows Christ. 
· What flows from Paul and all believers once they die and are raised is they are now a new creation. 
Christ’s death and resurrection divides history into the “no longer/old” and the “new.”

2 Corinthians 5:18-21: God’s Appeal 
· Who is all of this from?
· What has God done and what has he given us? 
· What does an ambassador do? Why? 

· This passage is central to the entire letter. God had reconciled rebellious sinners to Himself through the One made sin and reconciled us by His righteousness. 
· God is the source of all of these things-they come from Him. Paul focuses on 2 main things-He has reconciled us and He has given us the ministry of reconciliation. 
· Christ is the means by which this is accomplished-it is through His saving work. This reconciliation comes from His death. God is bringing the lost world to Himself and He does so through the word given to his messengers. 
· Reconciliation is not something we accomplish-it is something God accomplishes in the death of Christ. However, man’s response is required for it to be effective in his life. 
· Typically, reconciliation happens using a third party mediator. Here God initiates and secures that reconciliation. 
· Paul challenges them to be the new covenant people of God. 
· Ambassador=envoy to represent the authority and message of the sender. To reject the envoy was to reject the one who sent him. 
· V. 21 is the theological foundation for this passage. This is the heart of the gospel. (Gal. 3:13). It points to the sinlessness of Christ and His taking on our sin. In exchange, we become the righteousness of God-forgiveness, reversal of condemnation (Double imputation)

Application: 

1. Having this ministry of the new covenant, righteousness, and the Spirit, means we do not lose heart. While the god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, we see the light of the gospel in the glory of Christ. 
2. This treasure is in fragile, earthen vessels-our frail bodies so that God’s power is on display in our weakness. Everywhere that we go, we live out the death of Jesus for the sake of others. 
3. We are called to speak what we believe so that life can come from death. Even though outwardly we are wasting away, because of this treasure within, we are being renewed day by day. All of the struggles are preparing us for the glory that is to come if we will look to what is unseen and eternal. 
4. Yet while, we await our heavenly body, we groan in anxious longing. God’s Spirit is our guarantee that it will one day come. 
5. While we wait, we can have confidence because of God’s promise in His indwelling Spirit and in knowing that one day when we die we will be with the Lord. We also ought to strive to please Him as we will one day appear before His throne to be judged for how we lived. 
6. Christ’s love controls our lives as we die to ourselves and live for Him who died for us. We now are a new creation and we have been given a ministry of reconciliation. We are Christ’s ambassadors-messengers imploring everyone we meet to be reconciled to God.  

Discussion Questions: 

1. In what ways do we lose heart? How does knowing that our fragile, weak bodies magnify God’s glory help to give us strength?


2. What does it look like to carry in our bodies the death of Jesus? 


3. Where do we look to what is seen rather than unseen? How can we lift our gaze to the eternal?  

4. While we wait and long for our heavenly bodies, what are we called to do? What does that specifically look like for you? 

5. What ought our lives look like if we are living as ambassadors for Christ? 


Summary of 2 Corinthians 4-5
As Paul defends his apostleship and ministry, Paul says that because he has been given this ministry of the new covenant, he does not lose heart. Rather, he has renounced underhanded ways that he is being accused of and proclaims Christ as Lord. God who shone light into the darkness at creation has now shone light into the darkness of the heart to give the knowledge of His glory in Christ. This treasure though is kept in fragile, weak bodies, jars of clay so that God’s power is seen, not our own. We then always carry the death of Jesus in our bodies as we die to ourselves so that life can be given to others. We have hope that all of our afflictions are temporary in light of the eternal weight of glory that is to come so we look to the unseen and are renewed day by day. Our earthly bodies are merely a temporary tent so we long for our heavenly body which is to come. While we wait, we can have courage because God has given us His Spirit as a guarantee of what is to come, and we know when we die, we will be with the Lord. Meanwhile, we seek to please God because we will one day appear before Him. God’s love directs every aspect of our lives as we are now a new creation with a new mission-to be His ambassadors, imploring all of those around us to be reconciled to God through the live, death and resurrection of Christ who because sin for us so that we might become the righteousness of God. 

Closing Thoughts: 

Do not lose heart. Take courage. This treasure within these broken, weak bodies manifests God’s power as we reflect Christ’s death everywhere that we go. But someday, we will put off these earthly tents and be clothed with our heavenly bodies, in His presence forever. Look to what is unseen and eternal, longing for that day and while we wait, walk in obedience as His ambassadors, calling everyone to be reconciled to God as we are. 

Our frailty magnifies God’s power and the glory of Christ. Do not lose heart-What we see is not all that is. 

Homework: 

· Read 2 Corinthians 1:6-7 and work on the study guide  (To be sent out soon) Also, finish 2 Corinthians 4-5 study guide
· Next Study: Tuesday, December 9 (2nd Tuesday)
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