Women’s Bible Study
December 9, 2025
2 Corinthians 6-7

WELCOME! 

Pray: 

“And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another.” (2 Cor. 3:18)

Review: 

This Year: 2 Corinthians 

Author: Paul
Purpose: After a strained relationship with them that included a letter of correction (1 Corinthians), a painful visit, and a severe letter of rebuke, they have repented so Paul is writing to help rebuilt their relationship, address some ongoing issues (Super Apostles), and tell them how to prepare for his upcoming visit. 

 Issues Ongoing in Corinth
· Questions over Paul’s changing travel plans
· Lack of completion of the collection they were to do for the saints in Jerusalem
· Some are still entangled in immorality and idolatry
· Paul’s unwillingness to be paid like other “apostles” led them to question his apostleship.
· Of greatest concern was a group of Jewish Christian “Super Apostles” who question Paul’s legitimacy as an apostle because of his weakness, sufferings, and afflictions. 
· Preparation for his 3rd and final visit. 

Outline
1. Overview and Introduction/Comfort in Affliction (1:1-11)
2. Paul’s personal defense-His Commendation is from God (1:12-3:18)
3. Paul’s defense of his ministry-Do not lose heart (4-5)
4. Paul’s Appeal-God’s grace is not in vain (6-7)
5. Call to complete the collection for the saints (8-9)
6. Paul’s apostolic authority over the “super apostles” (10:1-11:15)
7. Boasting in weakness/His power made perfect (11:16-12:13)
8. Preparation for Paul’s third visit/Closing (12:14-13:14)

Overview
1:1-11-Introduction (Sept.)
1:12-7:16-Paul’s defense: Personal and Ministry (Oct., Nov., Dec.)
8-9-Giving generously (Jan.)
10:1-12:13-The rebellious minority (Feb. March)
12:14-13:10-Preparations for a third visit (April)
13:11-14-Final Greetings (April)
2 Corinthians 1:1-11
Introduction
Blessing/Benediction
Paul’s trials and afflictions
We are comforted in Christ in order to comfort others. 

2 Corinthians 1:12-3:18
Paul’s defense of his travel plans
God leads in triumphal procession in Christ
We are the aroma of Christ-aroma of death vs. aroma of life
Old Covenant vs. New Covenant 
We become what we behold.

Summary of 2 Corinthians 4-5
As Paul defends his apostleship and ministry, he says that because he has been given this ministry of the new covenant, he does not lose heart. Rather, he has renounced underhanded ways that he is being accused of and proclaims Christ as Lord. God who shone light into the darkness at creation has now shone light into the darkness of the heart to give the knowledge of His glory in Christ. This treasure though is kept in fragile, weak bodies, jars of clay so that God’s power is seen, not our own. We then always carry the death of Jesus in our bodies as we die to ourselves so that life can be given to others. We have hope that all of our afflictions are temporary in light of the eternal weight of glory that is to come so we look to the unseen and are renewed day by day. Our earthly bodies are merely a temporary tent so we long for our heavenly body which is to come. While we wait, we can have courage because God has given us His Spirit as a guarantee of what is to come, and we know when we die, we will be with the Lord. Meanwhile, we seek to please God because we will one day appear before Him. God’s love directs every aspect of our lives as we are now a new creation with a new mission-to be His ambassadors, imploring all of those around us to be reconciled to God through the live, death and resurrection of Christ who because sin for us so that we might become the righteousness of God. 
Our frailty magnifies God’s power and the glory of Christ. 

Group Discussion 
· Work through 2 Cor. 6-7 study guide. 

Teaching 2 Corinthians 6-7

2 Corinthians 6:1-2 God’s Appeal
· What does Paul appeal to them not to do? 
· Why? 

· Paul now speaks directly to the Corinthians “you.” He points to his working together with God (as His minister and ambassador) because through Paul, God appeals to the Corinthians. No matter how the world may respond to God’s appeal, Paul urges them to respond. They have experienced God’s saving work, may it not be in vain. 
· They want to claim they have received God’s message but are denying His messenger. Paul quotes Isaiah 49:8 where he claims authority like the OT prophet. As God made His appeal through the prophet, so now He makes His appeal through His apostle, Paul.
· Paul’s quoting of Isaiah declares that the day of God’s salvation that Isaiah foretold has come. 
· Paul will go on to authenticate his authority as an apostle by his ongoing suffering. 
While the apostolic age has come to an end now, as God’s servants speak the authoritative Word of God, they do continue to speak with real authority as they implore people to be reconciled to God. But they are bound by the authoritative Word of God.

2 Corinthians 6:3-10: Credentials as God’s Minsters
· Why does Paul put no obstacle in anyone’s way? What would be an obstacle?

· Paul defends his ministry as not causing offense, lest the ministry be discredited. Rather, he commends himself as a true minister of God as his sufferings testify. 

· How does Paul describe his commendation? What is his resume? 

· Again, the theme of suffering (death) and resurrection (deliverance) are seen in Paul’s life testifying to the legitimacy of his apostleship.
· 9 hardships walked through “by endurance”:  “in” afflictions, hardships, calamities (generic tribulations), beatings, imprisonment, riots (suffering at the hands of others), labors, sleepless nights, and hunger (difficulties in exhaustion in ministry). If these, as his critics say, are evidence of weakness, he reminds them that his response to those difficulties points to the power of God in his life.

· How does Paul say that the Holy Spirit has shown grace and His work in Paul’s life?

· He lists 8 graces that have been given as he has walked through these things-“by” purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love, truthful speech and the power of God. 
· This power of God shows the divine source of strength which Paul needed to walk in endurance validating him as God’s servant. 

· What does Paul say he does this with and through what? 
· All of this is done with weapons of righteousness, spiritual weapons for the battle. 
· In some cases, Paul is honored while in others he is dishonored. 
· In the same way, his ministry has been the object of praise or scorn. Either way, he continues on. 
· Paul then begins a contrast between what is seen (as if) vs. what is reality (yet). 

· What are some of the things Paul has endured that are seen? What is the true reality in each situation? 

· Imposters/true-No matter what they say against him (travel plans, weakness), he speaks the truth.
· Unknown/well known-Unrecognized by some as an apostle, yet known by God
· Dying/behold we live-The theme of death is throughout the letter but alongside it is the triumph of resurrection and ongoing life. 
· Punished/not killed-chastisement from the Lord but also mercy.
· Sorrowful/Rejoicing-If sorrow is the human reality, joy is the divine reality. 
· Poor/Making many rich-Poverty is likely literal but rich is likely spiritual and a reflection of Christ who lowered Himself to raise others. 
· Having nothing/Possessing everything-human perception vs divine reality. Paul seems to have nothing but in reality, he has all the blessings of salvation and eternal life.
What is your resume? Would your life reflect Christ’s sacrifice, trials, and afflictions and would your endurance in those trials through the Holy Spirit’s enabling validate that you are His? 

2 Corinthians 6:11-13-Share our Affections
· How has Paul spoken to them? What is his heart? 

· Paul has stated his credentials in the face of suffering. Part of his suffering has included in that suffering is the Corinthians’ wrong assessments of him. (Wrongly or unjustly accused-part of suffering for Christ)
· Paul has urged them to be reconciled to God but that includes being reconciled to His minister. Paul has spoken to them and shared his heart-he speaks directly to them (“Corinthians”) calling them to listen. 
· Paul goes on to say that they are constricted in their love towards him. Paul knows his love for them as his spiritual children. But they have been disloyal to him both as a person and an apostle. In rejecting Paul’s ministry, they are rejecting him.
· He urges them to reciprocate the affection that he has for them as their spiritual father. By being influenced by these “peddlers of God’s Word,” they have strayed from the truth and need to return to God. Part of that reconciliation will be seen in their separation from that of the world. 

2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1-A Call for Separation 
· Paul has urged them to be reconciled to God. The authority of his appeal is found in his sufferings and the power of God on him. Paul is now going to exhort them to separate from all that is unclean. 

· What does he call them not to do and what are examples he gives?

· Paul’s urging of them to separate from the temple cults and sexual immorality are not new-it was a large part of 1 Corinthians and was likely the reason for painful visit and severe letter. 
· Paul has claimed to be given the ministry of reconciliation and has appealed to them to be reconciled to God. He defends his ministry by pointing out his suffering as well as the power of God. He is preparing to visit them again and he hopes they will be open to him which means they must separate from the things of this world. 
· Structure of this section: Prohibition, rhetorical questions, assertions, direct command, encouragement to purity. 
a. Prohibition-“Yoked” metaphor based on OT texts (Lev. 19, Deut. 22:10). Believers are incompatible with non-believers and as such we must selectively remove ourselves from them. Paul does not condone banning social interaction with them (Read: 1 Cor. 10:27), nor does he condone divorce (1 Cor. 7:12-15). Not yoked together=joined with Corinthian cultic practices. 
b. Rhetorical questions-Consider each separately, and how they are inconsistent with godliness. The answer to each rhetorical question is “none.” 
-Righteousness with lawlessness? Believers can have no fellowship with unbelievers in the worship of other gods.
-Light with darkness? Demons are the source of darkness and have no fellowship with the light.
-Christ with Belial? This is the only usage of this word, meaning “worthlessness.” This name was used in intertestamental writings and would have been known the Jewish Christians. Is he making an appeal to those influenced the most by the Judaizers? 
-Portion of believer with unbeliever? Again, he is not calling them to sever relationships with unbelievers-it is in the cultic sense that believers have no portion with them.
-Temple of God with idols? The final question points to the utter incompatibility of the temple of God and idols. Under the Old Covenant, the temple of God was where Yahweh dwelt. Under the New Covenant, the temple is the congregation of believers in whom the Holy Spirit dwells.  To return to idolatry would be to receive the grace of God in vain. 
Read as a comparative list: righteousness, light, Christ, believer, temple of God vs. lawlessness, darkness, Belial, unbeliever, idols
c. Assertion: This God is the living God bringing life to His temple. Paul quotes Lev. 26:11-12 and the 3 promises therein. 1) God will live with them 2) God will walk among them and 3) He will be their God. 
d. Direct Command-Because God dwells among them as their God, He makes 2 commands to 1) come out from them/be separate and 2) touch no unclean thing (Is. 52:11). 
e. Promise-Referring to Ezek. 20:34 God is calling them out of cultic uncleanness and promises to welcome them home as they come out. Also referring to 2 Sam. 7;14 and Is. 43:6, the 2nd exodus has come to pass, so they are to live like God’s sons and daughters. 

· In light of these promises of God, what are they to do? 

· Paul urges them to separate themselves and not have anything to do with idolatrous practices. In light of the promises of God dwelling among them and being their God, Paul urges believers to cleanse ourselves from defilement in body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God. The church is a body sanctified in Christ, set apart as holy unto the Lord by God’s grace. Yet the church is to live out that status in obedience which they cannot do by participating in idolatry and uncleanness. Apart from separating themselves, they cannot be what they are called to be. 
· What does it mean to fear God? 2 kinds of fear-fear that drives us to God and fear that drives us away from God. More when we get to section on repentance. 

Break

2 Corinthians 7:2-4 Words of Encouragement
· What does Paul urge them to do? Why? 

· These verses conclude the entire section of Paul’s ministry defense which began in 2:14, wrapping up the apologetic part of the letter and laying the foundation for Paul to prepare them for his final visit. 
· Paul states he has wronged no one, corrupted no one, taken advantage of no one-all likely accusations against him. Rather, he has been willing to die for them, both physically and dying to self for them. 

· How does Paul say he is acting towards them? 

· He is acting with boldness (of speech) and pride (in them), with comfort and joy. Paul ends with encouragement as he moves towards optimism that they will continue to respond well. 

2 Corinthians 7:5-16: The Effects of the Severe Letter
· Paul had sent Titus to them with a severe letter as he said he would not return to them and have another painful visit. It was during that painful visit that Paul was wronged by someone who had the ongoing support of a minority of Corinthians. And while the majority did not agree, they had not taken disciplinary action against the offender which the severe letter then called them to do. This eventual discipline on the man brought about his repentance and restoration and in this section, Paul is going to talk about the effect the letter had on the church as a whole. 

· What was true of them when they came into Macedonia? Why? 
· How were they comforted? 

· As Paul continued his ministry, he wrestled with exhaustion, affliction, fighting without and fear within (outward and inward turmoil). Yet, when he finally connected with Titus, he was greatly comforted by God at his coming (comfort of God) but more so by the news he brought of them. Now, their hearts had been turned towards Paul with longing, mourning over their sin, and zeal for him. 

· What had Paul’s severe letter brought? Did he regret that? Why? 

· Paul’s severe letter had grieved them, and Paul didn’t regret it (although he did grieve that they were grieved) because it had done what he intended for it to do-move them towards repentance. 
· Repentance is the great call to turn toward God. Interestingly, here their repentance includes a turning towards Paul’s instruction as a minister of God. Repentance towards God, like reconciliation with God, cannot be separated from repentance and reconciliation with His messenger. 

· How does Paul describe godly grief vs. worldly grief and what is the outcome of both? 

· Godly grief bring repentance, leading to salvation with no regrets whereas worldly grief brings death. (Implied to worldly grief is then unrepentance, with regret) 
· Godly grief  on the other hand produced in them repentance towards God, specifically by affirming of and obedience to Paul’s authority in the discipline of the offender. 
· This repentance brought them an eagerness to clear themselves (be blameless/righteousness, not that they were never without fault), indignation over their sin, fear of God, longing for Paul, zeal for righteousness and for God, and receiving punishment out of obedience. They had not done the offense, but they had failed to rectify the wrong committed by the offending man. 
· Who was he? Likely he had caused grief to Paul during his painful visit.
· Warning: Self-examination time! 
· Discussion about sin, confession, and repentance
· -Be very careful how you think about your sin. Look at your own life first (log in own eye). What kind of grief do you have over your sin? Is it a godly grief that causes you to turn toward God in faith, without regret and embrace salvation? Or is it worldly grief that is shallow and superficially remorseful, often over the consequences of sin rather than the sin itself. Worldly grief is regretful, self-abasing, and rooted in pride and a continuation in unrepentance towards God leads only to death. 
· So, what does that look like? 
-Reread v. 11. 
· ALL sin brings grief. But not all grief is godly. Grief that is godly turns to God. Grief that is worldly turns away from God. 
· The enemy doesn’t care if we are self-righteous or self-hating. Both keep us from God. (Both start with “self”) True repentance is a response of faith in what God says is true about you and about Himself as well as a willing acceptance of discipline and consequence for our sin. (Repentance doesn’t mean no consequences) 
· Why do I spend so much time on this? Because this is something we deal with in our lives in our response to sin. We aren’t very good and confession and repentance. It’s also something we have to navigate as a church like the Corinthians did. And repentance and forgiveness is often misunderstood in the Christian world This is where Christianity is walked out so I want to warn us to be very careful how we think about our sin-both in neglect of repentance due to lack of seriousness over sin or overly focusing on our failings and neglecting to walk by faith.

· What was Paul’s reason for writing to them? 

· He wrote primarily that their earnestness for Paul might be revealed to them. 

2 Corinthians 7:13-16-Paul’s Confidence
· What has this brought to Paul? 

· Titus has brought the report of a positive response to Paul’s letter and as such, Paul is comforted and encouraged. Paul also rejoices as the visit has refreshed Titus.       

· Why has this also brought joy to Titus? 

· In light of their response, why does Paul rejoice? 

· Paul had previously shared his pride in them to Titus and they had proved him right in their response to Titus and the severe letter. The letter had its desired effect on the Corinthians that Paul had boasted to Titus about in his belief in how they would respond. Notice their response towards Titus-they received him with fear and trembling. Because of their obedience, Paul rejoices in complete confidence that they will complete what he has for them to do before he arrives. 

Application: 

1. We are not to receive God’s grace in vain but are to respond to God’s appeal to be reconciled to Him today, the day of salvation. That looks like separating ourselves from uncleanness and walking in repentance and faith.
2. Hardships and afflictions are part of our commendation (resume), but we can endure, knowing that what is perceived is not the ultimate reality.
3. We are called to be separate from lawlessness, darkness, and Belial by not participating in the cultic, idolatry of our day because we are God’s temple and He has promised to dwell with us. 
4. Because of God’s precious promises, we are to bring holiness to completion in the fear of the Lord, living out what is declared true of us as a sanctified people as we rejoice in the fear of the Lord.
5. All sin brings grief but godly grief over our sin will produce repentance, leading to salvation, indignation over our sin, fear of the Lord, and zeal for righteousness, whereas worldly grief only leads to regret and death. 

Discussion Questions: 

1. How might we receive God’s grace in vain or in a way that is meaningless? 



2. Looking at the list of what is perceived of us vs ultimate reality, which one stands out to you? How can you look to the reality behind what you are experiencing? 



3. Where do you need to separate yourself from unbelievers’ practices of idolatry? How do can we walk our holiness, bringing it to completion? What does it mean for you to fear the Lord? 



4. Do we have true godly grief over our sin, or do we primarily walk in worldly grief? When was the last time you confessed your sin before God? Do we fear and tremble before God? (Right fear vs wrong fear)



Summary of 2 Corinthians 6-7
As an ambassador of Christ and a minister of God, Paul warns them not to receive God’s grace in vain as today is the day of salvation. He puts forth his own life of sufferings and afflictions as his commendation that he has put no obstacle in their way, rather has laid down his life for them, by the enabling power of the Spirit and always looking at what is ultimately true in Christ. He urges them to respond and separate themselves from the uncleanness of the world’s idolatry because of God’s promises to dwell in their midst. Paul recounts his grief over the severe letter and yet, his thankfulness that it has produced in them godly grief and repentance towards God and Paul. Unlike worldly grief that only produces death, their repentance has brought earnestness and zeal to act in obedience and faith. This has brought comfort to Paul as his boasting of them to Titus was validated and as they received Titus with fear and trembling, bringing comfort to Titus as well. Therefore, Paul closes his defense of himself and his ministry with confidence that they will complete what he has them to do before his visit. 

Closing Thoughts: 

We have received the grace of God and are a sanctified people. Therefore, we are to emulate Christ so that no fault may be found in our ministry by willingly laying down our lives for the sake of the gospel. God dwells in our midst-let us separate ourselves to holiness, with hearts filled with godly grief, repentance, and fearful trembling at the goodness of God to welcome sinners such as ourselves, calling us to be His sons and daughters. 

Welcomed by God, we walk in holiness and godly repentance in the fear of the Lord.  

Homework: 

· Read 2 Corinthians 1:8-9 and work on the study guide. Also, finish 2 Corinthians 6-7 study guide
· Next Study: Tuesday, January 27 (4th Tuesday)
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