Women’s Bible Study
April 23, 2024
Tracing  Biblical Themes: King/Kingdom
WELCOME! 

This Year: Tracing Biblical Themes
· For the purposes of this Bible study, we will be looking at key Biblical themes in the context of Biblical theology. We are going to study how themes are developed through the Biblical narrative and how they ultimately find their fulfillment/culmination in Revelation.

Why Revelation?
· Revelation is the revelation not of a timeline but of a Person. It is the Revelation of Jesus Christ. As we study these themes, we will see that they find their fulfilment, not just in the book of Revelation but in the revealing of the Person of Jesus. He is the culmination and the fulfillment of all of the promises of God and the entire Biblical narrative is driving towards that reality. Therein is the blessing of Revelation 1:3. 

Review: 

September: Garments/Clothing 
October: Sacrifice/Atonement/Lamb
November: Gentiles/Israel
January: Babylon 
February: Suffering and Glory 
March: Marriage

Summary of Marriage:
Marriage and the union between man and woman in the marriage relationship is rooted in creation itself as woman is created from man, making them one flesh. Before the fall, Adam and his wife dwelt in perfect union with one another, fully known and fully loved, which was a picture of mankind’s union with his Creator. When sin entered the world, it brought disunity and broken relationship between God and man and the picture of marriage became flawed. Now they know they are naked before God and each other and there is accusation, blame, and a desire to rule over one another. Polygamy, deceit, adultery, and divorce, all mar marriage and point to man’s broken fellowship with God. Throughout the OT, God describes His relationship with His people as a marriage and therefore, their idolatry is seen as spiritual adultery and unfaithfulness like an unfaithful spouse. Yet, God remains faithful and promises one day to make a new covenant that will be eternal. In the NT, Jesus affirms the origins and purpose of marriage and in the epistles, Paul teaches on the mystery that is revealed in marriage-it is meant to reflect the relationship between Christ and the church. The culmination of the picture of marriage is finally seen in the marriage supper of the Lamb and the Bride of Christ entering His perfect presence forever. 




Tonight: King/Kingdom

Group Discussion: 
· Break into groups and answer discussion questions 

Teaching: 

The topic of King/Kingdom is a foreign concept for us. We might read of it in story books or movies but in our society, we do not live under a king. So, we are already starting at a disadvantage to try to understand! To us, the idea of a supreme ruler with no checks or balances seems wrong. And often it was! (As we will talk about)  But in contrast, there is the idea of a benevolent king. One whose disposition is goodness toward the entire kingdom, who shares all that is his with his subjects out of a heart of goodness, but who also guards and protects his people, defeating their enemies, and removing any who would be a threat. 

· Like our other themes, the place to begin is in Genesis. The first introduction to the Supreme ruler is at the very beginning. 

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

· The Hebrew uses the name “Elohim” which reflects a divine ruler. But then this Ruler is shown to have dominion because He shares that dominion with His creation. 

Genesis 1:28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth”

Genesis 2:15-16: The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

· Man was created to have God-given dominion over creation-to be God’s vice-regent over God’s kingdom. He had responsibilities to do and God’s law governed the kingdom. 
· But with the fall, the ground is cursed and would work against man and he is removed outside of the “temple” of God’s presence. We learn from the NT that Satan becomes the ruler of this world (John 12:31, Ephesians 2:2, 1 John 5:19). 
· Mankind spreads over the earth and this world becomes a kingdom that stands in opposition to God’s kingdom (Noah/flood, Babel).

Genesis 10:10: The beginning of his kingdom was Babel….

· But then God intervenes to establish His people/nation through Abraham. He promises him land, dominion, and a nation. 

Genesis 12:2: And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.
Genesis 17:6, 8: I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you…. And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession.

· In the midst of Abraham’s sojournings, he has an interesting encounter with a king who later the NT points to as a picture of Christ-a king who was also a priest.

Genesis 14:18: And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of God Most High).

· God repeats this promise to Abraham’s descendants. 

Genesis 35:11-12: And God said to him, “I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply. A nation and a company of nations shall come from you, and kings shall come from your own body. 12 The land that I gave to Abraham and Isaac I will give to you, and I will give the land to your offspring after you.

· As the Biblical narrative moves forward, we are introduced to many kings. They are portrayed most of the time as having absolute power and their word stands. However, following after the image of man instead of God, they are often corrupt, evil men. Yet, we also see that God is the highest authority who possesses all knowledge and power. Joseph, through God, interprets the dreams of the cupbearer, baker, and then the Pharaoh himself. 

Genesis 40:8: And Joseph said to them, “Do not interpretations belong to God? Please tell them to me. 

Genesis 41:16: It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.”

· Even while in Egypt, God’s promises to Abraham’s descendants remain as Jacob blesses his sons and declares that a ruler shall come from Judah. 

Genesis 49:10: The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. 
· In Exodus we see a picture of a king who seems to have total dominion-Pharaoh, ordering
the killing of all baby boys. However, there are some who still recognize that there is a higher authority, willing to go against the king’s edict for a higher law. 
Exodus 1:17: But the midwives feared God and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but let the male children live. 
· We also see that under the oppression of an evil king, God’s people can cry to Him for
help. 
Exodus 2:23: the people of Israel groaned because of their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue from slavery came up to God.” 
· This sets up a showdown between God and Pharaoh and we see God “conquer” all the
gods of Egypt, including Pharaoh in the 10  plagues.

· God leads His people in triumph out of Egypt and brings them to the land promised to
them. Along the way, He defeats any who stand in their way. 
Numbers 21:24: And Israel defeated him with the edge of the sword and took possession of his land from the Arnon to the Jabbok, as far as to the Ammonites. 
· In Joshua, we see the kingdom established and the opposing kingdoms/nations removed. 
Borders are established. God was to be their King and they were to operate in His ordained place, under His rule. However, even though God was their King, they did not acknowledge Him as king, but everyone was his own king. 
Judges 21:25: In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes
· The people determine they want a king like the nations, someone to rule and protect them (even though the had the Supreme ruler!) 
1 Samuel 8:20: that we also may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles
· Israel enters into the time of the prophets, who become the voice of God to the people and usher in the time of the kings. They are given a king, but that king was to always operate under the authority and in the fear of the King of all. 
Deuteronomy 17:15, 18-19: you may indeed set a king over you whom the LORD your God will choose. One from among your brothers you shall set as king over you…he shall write for himself in a book a copy of this law, approved by the Levitical priests. 19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the LORD his God.”
· Saul, the first king, operated under his own rule. So God anointed David to be a king
whose heart was after God. (Note: David sinned gravely, but he feared the Lord and repented.) He also recognized God as King and was unwilling to kill God’s anointed king, Saul, when he has the opportunity. Instead, he entrusted himself to God. To David, God made a covenant that an eternal King would come from his line. 

2 Samuel 7:12-13: I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.

· God uses David to write about His kingship and rule and the coming King-that He would
be God’s Son, set on Mount Zion. 
Psalm 2: 6-7: As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 7 I will tell of the decree: 	The LORD said to me, “You are my Son;  today I have begotten you

· David also writes that those who will stand before Him must be holy for He is the King of
Glory. 
	Psalm 24:3-4, 10: And who shall stand in his holy place? 4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully… Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory!
· David and Solomon become types of this King who subdue their enemies, and establish
the kingdom in righteousness but like all earthly kings, they fail time and again. Israel’s history then traces king after king, some of whom follow the Lord, but most of whom do not. In all cases, as the king goes, so goes the people. 
2 Chronicles 12:1: When the rule of Rehoboam was established and he was strong, he abandoned the law of the LORD, and all Israel with him. 
· Finally, Israel is sent into exile for their rebellion, and they lose their king, kingdom, and
access to God’s presence in the temple. Yet, God continues to reveal Himself as the Sovereign ruler over all kings. We see His glory in Isaiah and His coming eternal kingdom which will remove all other kingdoms in Daniel. 
Isaiah 6:1,3: In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!” 
	Daniel 7:27: And the kingdom and the dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High; His kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey Him. 
· Yet, this king will come to His people in humility. 
	Zechariah 9:9: Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
· We see other examples of those who fear the Lord over the king-Esther, Nehemiah. These
kings again are those who appear to have absolute authority but we see God’s sovereign hand over all of them. Eventually, a proclamation is made by an earthly king because of God’s direction, to allow the Jews to return to their homeland. 

Ezra 1:1: In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom and also put it in writing. 

· The Jews are sent back to their land, but they no longer have a king or their own
kingdom. 

Break


New Testament: 
· With no king and no kingdom, and yet being back in their land, there is great anticipation
that the Messiah king would soon come. Early on, Jesus is called the king of the Jews who will take the throne of His father, David. 

Matthew 2:2: Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.

Luke 1:32-33: He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.

· When Jesus begins His ministry, He proclaims: 
Mark 1:15: The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.
· But this kingdom is not like earthly kingdoms. Jesus repeatedly teaches what this kingdom is like (the kingdom is like…) and it is an “upside down” kingdom (or rather right side up) in which love, humility, and service prevail. The ethic of this kingdom is love-for God and for one another. 
Luke 22:25-26: The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those in authority over them are called benefactors. 26 But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves.
Matthew 28;20: even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.”
· Jesus becomes the perfect example of that as He, the King of the Jews, then lays down
His life for His people, coming to them humbly on a donkey. And the people proclaimed: 

Luke 19:38: Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!

· When He is questioned by Herod, He states that His kingdom is not of this world
John 18:36: My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.”
· In the end, Jesus is crucified and over His head was put a sign, “The King of the Jews”
Think about all we have learned about the authority and power of a king. Reflect on what that means that Jesus, as He suffered and died on the cross for our sins, was “The King of the Jews.” 
· But as King, He conquers. He conquers sin and the punishment for the sin, death, by the
resurrection. His servants now fight not with weapons of this world but with spiritual armor against the evil forces of darkness, having been transferred from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of His Son. 
· He is the reality that Melchizedek was a shadow of-a king/priest, king of righteousness
and king of peace. (Hebrews 7:2,17)

Ephesians 6:12-13: For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God,

Colossians 1:13: He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son

· We follow our King in laying down our lives, dying to self, and serving Him and 
one another. 
King/Kingdom in Revelation  
We are tracing themes that find their culmination in the book of Revelation in the revealing of Jesus Christ. Let’s see how this theme of King/Kingdom find its culmination in the revealing of Him. 
· We are called a “kingdom of priests” and those who overcome will reign with Him. 
Revelation 1:5-6: To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 6 and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father
Revelation 3:21: The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne
· He is declared worthy because by His blood, He has purchased a kingdom to God who will
reign with Him. 
	Revelation 5:9-10: Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, 10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.
· Finally, after the accuser is thrown down, a proclamation goes forth. The Kingdom has
come. 

Revelation 11:10: The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.”

· The kings of the earth are gathered for battle but are defeated at His coming. 
Revelation 16:14: they are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole world, to assemble them for battle on the great day of God the Almighty
Read Revelation 19:11-16
· King of Kings and Lord of Lords-He comes conquering, vanquishing His enemies, taking
possession of His kingdom, bringing righteous judgment, and ruling with power and authority. Those who belong to Him reign with Him. 

Revelation 20:6: Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years. 

· The Lord will reign as King forever in His temple/city, giving light to the nations, who
will bring their glory into His kingdom forever. 

Revelation 21:24-26: By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, 25 and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26 They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations.
The King will reign in His eternal Kingdom, with perfect justice and equity, dwelling among His people for their good, and providing all that they need for all of eternity. Owning all things, He will share His glory and perfect presence with them forever. 
The One that Christians follow is the undisputed Conquering King of all history. (Pastor Norm)
The theme of King/Kingdom culminates in the Revelation of Jesus Christ as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords who will defeat all other kingdoms and establish His kingdom forever. 

Remember the goal of Bible study: 
· To grow in the knowledge of the Lord in order to treasure Him more fully and to reflect Him more accurately as we are conformed to His image. 
· To be informed and conformed! 

Discussion Questions: 
 
1.  How ought the revelation of Jesus as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords impact how we live and where we place our allegiance? 



2. How specifically should you follow your King on the path of submission and trust in the Father, serving others, and dying to yourself? 




3. What stood out to you tonight that you want to incorporate into your thinking/worldview? 



Summary: 
From creation, God establishes that He is the King and He is the One who gives dominion to others-to Adam and Eve to rule over creation and later to kings and rulers. Yet, He is always the Supreme Ruler of all and promises to one day establish a kingdom through the line of Abraham and David that will be an eternal kingdom which will remove all other kingdoms. While kings seem to be in control of this world, the Lord always reigns, moving the hearts of the kings, or overcoming them by His power to accomplish His purposes. He will establish His King on Mount Zion, the King of Glory. Jesus announces the arrival of the kingdom but it is not a kingdom of this world. It is one in which the greatest is the one who serves and Jesus demonstrates this by coming humbly on a donkey and laying down His life, as the King of the Jews, for His people. Yet, He conquers death in the resurrection and by His power transfers His people to His eternal kingdom where they will one day reign with Him as a kingdom of priests. Therefore, His people look to the day when He will be fully revealed as the King of Kings and Lord of Lord, conquering all who stand in opposition to Him and ushering in the eternal kingdom of peace and righteousness where He will dwell among His people. He will reign forever, giving peace and protection to His people in His perfect kingdom and into His light the nations will bring their glory to His praise. 

Closing Thoughts: 
· Despite what things look like in this world, our God is the King. 
· He will establish His kingdom and in Christ, our position in that kingdom is secure. Therefore, “let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, 29 for our God is a consuming fire (Hebrews 12:28-29)

Homework: 
· Continue your study on themes associated with King/Kingdom (reign, rule)
· Consider getting additional resources to help in your study time. 
· Next Study: May 7: Tree of Life/Presence of God (Year end wrap up)

Sources Used:
ESV Study Bible 
Logos
New Dictionary of Biblical Theology, Editors: T. Desmond Alexander, Brian S. Rosner, D.A. Carson, Graeme Goldsworthy
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