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Hebrews 8-9



Key Words/Themes in Hebrews

“Better than”

“Let us” 

Because Jesus is “better than __________, let us _____________” 

→Hebrews powerfully shows that Jesus is the fulfilment/substance 

of the promise/shadow that went before. He is “better than” all that 

pointed to Him. Therefore we can have confidence and hope. 



Hebrews 1-2: God has Spoken through His Son

Jesus is “Better Than” Angels/He is the Son

Jesus is made “Lower than Angels”/Jesus is Man 



Hebrews 3: Jesus is “Better than” Moses

Servant in the 

house, part of 

the house, role 

was to testify to 

things to come

Son over the 

house, founder, 

owner, maker, 

and inheritor of 

the house. 



Why was that earlier generation unable to enter His rest? 

Unbelief



Hebrews 4: The True Rest of God



Hebrews 5-6 Jesus our High Priest/Call to Persevere because of God’s Promise

Qualifications for a high priest-Jesus fulfills those qualifications. 

Rebuke for being dull of hearing. Calls to press on to maturity and 

heed strong warnings about turning back from Christ. 



 Abraham is given as the supreme example of someone 

who was given promises by God and who believed them to 

the end. 

When God made the promise 

to Abraham, He confirmed it 

with an oath. Since God has 

no one greater than Himself 

to swear by, He swears by 

Himself. 



Hebrews 5-6 Jesus our High Priest/Call to Persevere because of God’s Promise

God’s promise regarding the priesthood of Jesus is 

confirmed with a similar oath: 

The LORD has sworn

and will not change his mind,

“You are a priest forever

after the order of Melchizedek.” (Psalm 110:4) 



Hebrews 5-6 Jesus our High Priest/Call to Persevere because of God’s Promise

And these 2 unchangeable things: 1. The Promise of God 2. 

The confirmation of the promise with an oath, are our hope: 

We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that 

enters into the inner place behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has 

gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest 

forever after the order of Melchizedek. (Hebrews 6:17-20)



Hebrews 7: Jesus: Our High Priest Forever According to the Order of Melchizedek

Melchizedek: Old Testament shadow/type of a Priest/King. 







Melchizedek: Blessed Abraham

Abraham: Paid tithes



Superior priesthood because of a superior order 

(Levi paid tithes through Abraham) 



The author quotes Psalm 110: 

The LORD says to my Lord:

“Sit at my right hand,

until I make your enemies your footstool.”…….

4 The LORD has sworn

and will not change his mind,

“You are a priest forever after the order of 

Melchizedek.”……



Superior priesthood because of an oath



Superior priesthood because it’s Permanent



Superior priesthood because the sacrifice is the Son 

Himself



It’s from a better order

It’s a priesthood with an oath

It’s permanent

The sacrifice offered is the Son Himself

Priesthood According to Melchizedek is Superior Because: 



“His once-completed self-offering is utterly acceptable and 

efficacious, His contact with the Father is immediate and 

unbroken, His priestly ministry on His people’s behalf is 

never ending and therefore the salvation which He secures 

to them is absolute.” (Moo) 



Hebrews 8



Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a 

high priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the throne 

of the Majesty in heaven, 2 a minister in the holy places, 

in the true tent that the Lord set up, not man. 3 For every 

high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; thus it 

is necessary for this priest also to have something to offer.
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4 Now if He were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, 

since there are priests who offer gifts according to the law. 5 

They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things. For 

when Moses was about to erect the tent, he was instructed by 

God, saying, “See that you make everything according to the 

pattern that was shown you on the mountain.”
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And see that you 

make them after the 

pattern for them, 

which is being 

shown you on the 

mountain. (Exodus 

25:40) 



6 But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much 

more excellent than the old as the covenant He mediates is 

better, since it is enacted on better promises. 7 For if that 

first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no 

occasion to look for a second.
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8 For He finds fault with them when He says: 

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,

when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel

and with the house of Judah,

9 not like the covenant that I made with their fathers

on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 

land of Egypt. For  they did not continue in my covenant,

and so I showed no concern for them, declares the Lord.

10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel

after those days, declares the Lord:

Hebrews 8



I will put my laws into their minds,

and write them on their hearts,

and I will be their God,

and they shall be my people.

11 And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor

and each one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’

for they shall all know Me,

from the least of them to the greatest.

12 For I will be merciful toward their iniquities,

and I will remember their sins no more.”

Hebrews 8



1. He will put His law into their minds and hearts. 

It’s the same promise we see in Ezekiel 11:19: 

And I will give them one heart, and a new spirit I will put within 

them. I will remove the heart of stone from their flesh and give them 

a heart of flesh, 20 that they may walk in my statutes and keep my 

rules and obey them. And they shall be my people, and I will be 

their God. 



2. There will be personal knowledge of God. 



What about the O.T. saints? Could they not know God? Clearly 

Hebrews 11 would say yes they could know Him and walk by faith, 

being led by His Spirit and have their hearts cleansed. In Psalm 

51:10-11 David prays: 

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit 

within me.11 Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy 

Spirit from me.



We have to think in terms of “covenant” and the relationship God 

had with His people. Under the Old Covenant, the people of the 

covenant are characterized as separated from God with a constant 

reminder of sin. Under the New Covenant, the people of the 

covenant are characterized as being brought near to God, sin has 

been removed, not just covered over, and His Spirit dwells in them. 



3. Sins will be forgiven and remembered no more. 



These are the “better promises” that the new covenant is established 

upon. The fulfilment of these promises gives new meaning to the 

phrase “I will be their God and they shall be my people”.  While 

Jeremiah understood this to mean a reconstituted Israel, the New 

Testament makes it clear that these promises extend to all believers 

of every nation. 



13 In speaking of a new covenant, He makes the first one 

obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and growing old is 

ready to vanish away.

Hebrews 8



The presence of this new covenant implies that the old one is now 

obsolete. That old covenant along with the yearly sacrifices, earthly 

priests, and earthly sanctuary have been superseded by the new. As 

such, the old is ready to vanish away. 



Hebrews 9



Now even the first covenant had regulations for worship 

and an earthly place of holiness. 2 For a tent was prepared, the 

first section, in which were the lampstand and the table and the 

bread of the Presence. It is called the Holy Place.
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3 Behind the second curtain was a second section called the 

Most Holy Place, 4 having the golden altar of incense and the 

ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, in which 

was a golden urn holding the manna, and Aaron's staff that 

budded, and the tablets of the covenant. 5 Above it were the 

cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these 

things we cannot now speak in detail.

Hebrews 9



3 Behind the second curtain was a second section called the 

Most Holy Place, 4 having the golden altar of incense and the 

ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, in which 

was a golden urn holding the manna, and Aaron's staff that 

budded, and the tablets of the covenant. 5 Above it were the 

cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these 

things we cannot now speak in detail.

Hebrews 9





6 These preparations having thus been made, the priests go regularly 

into the first section, performing their ritual duties, 7 but into the 

second only the high priest goes, and he but once a year, and not 

without taking blood, which he offers for himself and for the 

unintentional sins of the people. 8 By this the Holy Spirit indicates 

that the way into the holy places is not yet opened as long as the first 

section is still standing9 (which is symbolic for the present age). 

According to this arrangement, gifts and sacrifices are offered that 

cannot perfect the conscience of the worshiper, 10 but deal only 

with food and drink and various washings, regulations for the body 

imposed until the time of reformation.
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Day of 

Atonement 

(Leviticus 16) 
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All those gifts offered were only a ceremonial and 

symbolic removal of sin but they could never overcome 

the real barrier between God and man-an unclean 

conscience. The problem was a heart problem and these 

things were only outward ordinances that could never 

cleanse the heart. 



11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that 

have come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made 

with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12 He entered once for all into 

the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by 

means of His own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 13 For 

if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons 

with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the 

flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the 

eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, purify our

conscience from dead works to serve the living God.
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And while the earthly priests entered with animal 

sacrifices, Christ has entered the heavenly sanctuary by 

His own blood. 

“When on the cross He offered up His life to God as a 

sacrifice for His people’s sins, He accomplished in reality 

what Aaron (and his successors) performed in type.” 

(Moo) 
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Behold my servant, whom I uphold,

my chosen, in whom my soul delights;

I have put my Spirit upon him;

he will bring forth justice to the nations. (Isaiah 42:1) 

Isaiah 42:1



15 Therefore He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the 

promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the 

transgressions committed under the first covenant. 16 For where a will is involved, the death of 

the one who made it must be established. 17 For a will takes effect only at death, since it is not 

in force as long as the one who made it is alive.18 Therefore not even the first covenant was 

inaugurated without blood.19 For when every commandment of the law had been declared by 

Moses to all the people, he took the blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and 

hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, 20 saying, “This is the blood of 

the covenant that God commanded for you.”

21 And in the same way he sprinkled with the blood both the tent and all the vessels used in 

worship. 22 Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the 

shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.
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A will is only in 

effect after a 

death occurs
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Death at the 

covenant with 

Abraham

Death at the 

covenant with 

Moses



Jesus Himself says, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is 

poured out for many.” (Mark 14:24) 

In Jesus’s case, not only is 

He the one who made the 

will, His death put the will 

into effect, and then He is 

the Executor/Mediator of 

that will. 



23 Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with 

these rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than 

these. 24 For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are 

copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of 

God on our behalf. 25 Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest 

enters the holy places every year with blood not his own, 26 for then He would 

have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is, He 

has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice 

of Himself. 27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes 

judgment, 28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will 

appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are 

eagerly waiting for him.
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“By removal of the defilement of sin from the hearts and 

consciences of the worshippers, the heavenly sphere in which 

they approach God to worship Him is itself cleansed from that 

defilement.” (Moo) 
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The Israelites watched their high priest enter the sanctuary and 

waited expectantly for his reappearance-a sign that he and the 

sacrifice He presented were accepted by God. In the same way, the 

author portrays Jesus as going into the heavenly sanctuary yet He 

will reappear one day to confirm the reality of that salvation to His 

people. Therefore we wait eagerly for Him! 



We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that 

enters into the inner place behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has 

gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest 

forever after the order of Melchizedek. (Hebrews 6:17-20)



 Jesus-Our high priest, mediator of a better covenant that is enacted 

on better promises has entered the heavenly sanctuary by the 

sacrifice of Himself on our behalf. His sacrifice is far greater than 

that of animals because it purifies the conscience of the worshipper. 

And He will appear a second time having therefore secured our 

eternal redemption.



Thoughts and Discussion

1. The New Covenant, enacted on better promises: His Law on our 

hearts, personal knowledge of God, and forgiveness of sins. What 

about the New Covenant stands out or encourages you the most? 

2. How does thinking about Jesus as our High Priest entering the 

Heavenly Sanctuary on our behalf by the sacrifice of Himself give us 

assurance of salvation? Why do we doubt and fear! 

3. If the Lord is big enough to do ALL of this, is there anything 

outside of His power and control? We can trust Him in all things! 


