Women’s Bible Study
October 28, 2025
2 Corinthians 1:12-3:18
WELCOME! 

This Year: 2 Corinthians 

Structure of the study: 
· Calendar on Church Center
· Additional connection: Discord  
· Anchored: Resources, other Bible studies 

Structure of Study and Binders: 
· Syllabus and Schedule 
· Outline
· Text-write all over!
· Study guides-highlight, study
· Notes and Study Guides for the next month distributed each month and final copies posted after the study. 
· Additionally, discussion questions, recorded lessons, extra material will be on Discord. 

Goal of Bible study: 
· To grow in the knowledge of the Lord in order to treasure Him more fully and to reflect Him more accurately as we are conformed to His image. 

“And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another.” (2 Cor. 3:18)

Review: 
· After a “painful visit” followed by a “severe letter,” Paul has received word that the Corinthians are responding favorably to his letter. 
· However, there are still issues to address: 
· Questions over Paul’s changing travel plans
· Lack of completion of the collection they were to do for the saints in Jerusalem
· Some are still entangled in immorality
· Paul’s unwillingness to be paid like other “apostles” led them to question his apostleship.
· Of greatest concern was a group of Jewish Christian “Super Apostles” who question Paul’s legitimacy as an apostle because of his weakness, sufferings, and afflictions. 
· Preparation for his 3rd and final visit. 

Outline: 
1. Overview and Introduction/Comfort in Affliction (1:1-11)
2. Paul’s personal defense-His Commendation is from God (1:12-3:18)
3. Paul’s defense of his ministry-Do not lose heart (4-5)
4. Paul’s Appeal-God’s grace is not in vain (6-7)
5. Call to complete the collection for the saints (8-9)
6. Paul’s apostolic authority over the “super apostles” (10:1-11:15)
7. Boasting in weakness/His power made perfect (11:16-12:13)
8. Preparation for Paul’s third visit/Closing (12:14-13:14)

Overview:
1:1-11-Introduction (Sept.)
1:12-7:16-Paul’s defense: Personal and Ministry (Oct., Nov., Dec.)
8-9-Giving generously (Jan.)
10:1-12:13-The rebellious minority (Feb. March)
12:14-13:10-Preparations for a third visit (April)
13:11-14-Final Greetings (April)

Summary of 2 Corinthians 1:1-11:
After a painful visit and a severe letter, Paul finally gets word that the church in Corinth has responded rightly so he pens 2 Corinthians to help restore their relationship, encourage them in their trials, and address some lingering issues regarding the collection for the poor, immorality, and those who question Paul’s legitimacy as an apostle because of his weaknesses. Paul points to how weakness and suffering are part of sharing in Christ’s sufferings and are the mark the true believer. Yet, like Christ’s sufferings, our sufferings are intended to be used by God to bring comfort to others who are suffering as well. 
We are comforted in Christ to be a comfort

Group Discussion: 
· Work through 2 Cor. 1:12-3:18 study guide. 

Teaching 2 Corinthians 1:12-3:18

2 Corinthians 1:12-14-Paul’s Boast
· What does Paul say is his boast? 
· What is Paul writing to them? 
· What will be revealed at the Day of Christ? 

· This section forms a bridge from the introduction to Paul’s personal defense/main body of the letter. 
· He has acted properly towards them and written what they understand. He’s continuing to rebuild his relationship with them. His boast is that he has acted with integrity towards them. It would appear that some don’t think he has done so, based on 2 issues at hand-his altered travel plans and his refusal to accept payment. 
· Boast=confidence in the Lord, not promoting self. Paul is confident before God of his heart and motives towards the Corinthians. He wasn’t motivated by earthly wisdom but by God’s grace. 
· Paul also asserts his confidence that in the day of Christ, they will be evidence of his ministry and confidence as an apostle. 

2 Corinthians 1:15-2:11: Paul’s Defense of His Travel 
· What did Paul originally plan to do? Why? 
· Paul begins to offer a specific defense for not coming to see them as planned. He was going to see them on the way to and from Macedonia. However, his original plan was to go to Macedonia and then spend the winter with the Corinthians. Then after the painful visit, he changes his plans to go see them on the way to and from Macedonia. Yet, he changes his plans again and instead writes them a “severe” letter and goes straight to Macedonia. They didn’t have a problem with the first travel plans change-why with the 2nd?
· Paul’s point is that he has not made travel plans lightly or according to the flesh.

Paul’s interruption 

· He interrupts his defense to make a theological statement about the faithfulness of God. He asserts that his word is not “yes” and “no” and the Word, Christ, whom Paul proclaims is always God’s Yes and the fulfilment of all of God’s promises. Paul is boldly claiming that his apostleship as a minister of Christ is in line with God’s will. 
· The God who preaches the gospel through Paul is also working through Paul’s words in his travel plans. God is faithful and so too is Paul’s word. 
· God has confirmed Paul’s gospel word by giving them the Spirit. Seal=mark of ownership. Guarantee=deposit of what is to come. We live between 2 ages-the inauguration of the new covenant and the coming new age (More to come on the new covenant).
· Theology of the Trinity-v. 21-22. God’s initiative, implemented by the Son, sealed as His in the Spirit. 

God as his witness

· Why did his travel plans change?  (1:23-2:1)

· Paul calls God as a witness against him if he doesn’t speak the truth. He didn’t come in order to spare them more pain. He is working for their joy.
· He came to the conclusion that to visit them again might forever destroy their relationship. Instead, he wrote to them to tell them how to deal with the offending party. 

· Why did Paul write to them as he did? Describe Paul’s emotion in writing the “severe letter.”

· He assures them the letter was written out of deep distress and with many tears. 

· What does Paul urge them to do? Why?

· The punishment by the Corinthians on the offender has been sufficient so now he writes that they must forgive and comfort the offender. Any wedge between the Corinthians and Paul would give Satan a foothold which Paul wants to avoid. Who is this man? Unknown but he brought grief to all of them. 
· Paul’s “severe” letter instructed them on the discipline of the man, now this letter calls for their forgiveness. In both instances, they prove their obedience. 

2 Corinthians 2:12-13-Turmoil in Troas
· Why did Paul go to Troas? 
· Why was his spirit not at rest when he got there? Where did he go from there? 

· This section ends the first section and introduces the next. Paul is going to shift from a personal defense to defense of his ministry.
· Paul went to Troas to preach the gospel and likely start a church.
· If Titus had not come by that time, he likely would not have come before spring, so Paul moves on to their next meeting point in Macedonia.

BREAK

2 Corinthians 2:14-7:4-Defense of the Ministry of the New Covenant
This is the longest coherent section and the centerpiece of the entire letter. 

We become what we behold. 

2 Corinthians 2:14-17-God’s Victory Procession
· Why does Paul give thanks to God? 
· What does He spread through us? 
· What “fragrance” does the believer have? To whom? 
· Who are they not like? 

· Paul opens this section on the ministry of the new covenant with bold words-“triumphal” imagery. Imagery is of a conqueror and his prisoners of war. 
· God is leading “in Christ” but at the front of the parade is Christ-God’s suffering servant. His sacrifice, His obedience and trust in God are a fragrant aroma to God (like Levitical sacrifice). Those whom He has conquered follow Him in suffering as they thank Him, praise Him, and trust Him in their suffering. 
· To God, believers have the aroma of Christ. To those who are being saved, that aroma is life. But to those who are perishing-who reject the gospel as foolishness, that aroma is death. 
· Paul knows he is not adequate for the task. 
”The horrifying truth”=People encounter the aroma of Christ crucified and risen in the one who preaches the gospel and walks a crucified life, and eternal destinies are determined by that encounter. Mankind is divided into those being saved and those perishing. There is not third group.
As we follow Christ and suffer loss for the sake of the gospel, we “smell” like Him-to God and to others. We become like the one we follow. 

2 Corinthians 3:1-3 Paul’s commendation
· What are some asking Paul for? 
· What is Paul’s “letter of recommendation? 

· Some are implying that letters of recommendation are needed to show authenticity. What provides legitimacy to Paul’s ministry? The Corinthians themselves are Paul’s “letters of recommendation” that is both inward and outward, written on their hearts. (Calls to mind Jer. 31:33 and contrasts law on stone (Ex. 31:18)
· Read Ezekiel 36:26-27-tablets of stone/heart of stone
· Hearts of stone are transformed to living hearts of flesh by the Spirit of the living God.
· “Written with ink” connects those who say they need letters of recommendation with those who look to tablets written on stone. 
· Paul is foreshadowing his words on the new covenant of which he is a minister. 

2 Corinthians 3:4-6-The Ministry of the New Covenant
· What is the confidence that Paul has? 
· What has God made them sufficient to be? 
· Contrast what Paul says about the Old Covenant compared to the New Covenant. 

· Paul has confidence because of the existence of the church in Corinth and the Spirit’s presence in their hearts. But he is not confident in himself-his sufficiency to be a minister of the New Covenant comes from God. Paul is contrasting himself with “peddlers” of God’s Word who need letters of recommendation, written in ink. That ministry was on stone and is a letter that kills. 
· In contrast, the New Covenant is on hearts, by the Spirit of the Living God, and gives life.  Read Jeremiah 31:33-34
· Question-When was the New Covenant inaugurated? (1 Cor. 11:25)

2 Corinthians 3:7-11-Contrasting Two Covenants
· What does Paul say about the Old Covenant? 
· What does Paul say about the New Covenant? 

· Those who require “letters of recommendation” hold that the Mosaic covenant is still in effect. Paul is arguing that it has been overtaken by the New. The day of salvation has come which is seen in the Spirit’s work in the lives of believers. 
· Key words in this section-glory (10) and veil (6). Paul upholds the glory of the old covenant. The fact that it was a ministry of death and condemnation was not a result of covenant itself but the people’s inability to keep its requirements. Hearts of stone are dead and unable to keep God’s laws, bringing death and condemnation.
· Define Glory-high renown, honor, worth, weight, value
· Read Exodus 34:29-30. The glory on Moses’s face faded and came to an end unlike the glory that is now permanent. 
· The old had glory-but now it is outshined by the new, making the old obsolete. The new has surpassing glory because the Spirit is the fulfilment of God’s promise to change rebellious hearts to hearts of flesh able to know and obey God’s laws. (Illustration)
· How foolish they are to return to the ministry of death and condemnation? (Galatians) Why look to the fading glory on the face of Moses when we have the permanent glory on the face of Christ? (2 Cor. 4:6)

2 Corinthians 3:12-15-Those who are Veiled
· Why did Moses put a veil over his face? 
· How does Paul use the veil of Moses as an analogy/image? 
· How is the “veil” removed?

· Paul is going to clearly contrast the people of the Old Covenant with the people of the New Covenant. Those under the New have hope and are very bold while the Israelites could not even look at the glory that was passing away even from the time that it came. 
· The veil that covered Moses’s face covered a glory that was passing away-it had no permanence. 
· Paul has experienced the veil firsthand in his own life and then as a minister of the gospel. Only when they turn to Christ through the gospel will they understand the glory that the Old Covenant pointed to. 

2 Corinthians 3:16-18-Those who are Unveiled
· Why are our faces now unveiled? 
· Where the Spirit is, what is true?  
· What does an unveiled face allow us to do? 
· What is the effect of beholding the glory of the Lord? 

· Paul is contrasting “but when Moses is read” vs. “but when one turns to the Lord.”
· Who is the Lord to whom one turns? The Lord is the Spirit-it is a turning to Jesus, the last Adam and life-giving spirit (1 Cor. 15:45) and being given a transformed heart of flesh by His Spirit. 
· Freedom is given from the letter which brings death and condemnation. The New Covenant is not one of lawlessness but one in which the Spirit moves in hearts to follow God’s decrees which are now written on our hearts. This includes the law to love God and love our neighbor-the law of Christ, the royal law, the law of liberty. 
· V. 18 is a summary of the entire passage on the New Covenant. Having turned to the Lord, God has removed the veil, and we are now able to behold His glory. Other versions say we behold as in a mirror. (Not dimly-but reflective) We see the glory of the Lord reflected in the face of Christ who is the image of God. We are the image of God, but our image is marred by sin. The One we see mirrored is a vision of who we shall be. (Mirror) 
· As we behold, so we are transformed. The goal of transformation is “the same image.” We are able to see the intended, unmarred image of God in the face of Christ. But not only to see it but to be transformed into it by His Spirit. 
· The One who is the goal of our transformation is also the means by which that transformation takes place through His Spirit. 
We become what we behold.

Old Covenant						New Covenant

Written on tablets of stone				Written on human hearts
Of the letter						Of the Spirit
Kills							Gives life
Ministry of Death					Ministry of the Spirit
Came with glory						Exceeding glory
Ministry of condemnation				Ministry of righteousness
Now no glory						Surpassing glory
Bring brought to end					Permanent
Minds hardened-veil in place				Freedom-veil lifted		
Can’t look at the glory					Behold the glory-transformed	

Application: 

1. We look like, “smell” like who we follow. As we are led “triumphantly” in Christ, we follow the suffering Servant in a victory march of suffering, entrusting ourselves continually to the Father and clinging to the gospel of Christ, which is foolishness to the world. To those who are being saved, Christ will be recognized in us and embraced. For those who are perishing, we will be a stench of death. Are you a stench of death to some? If not, are you rightly following Christ? Do you try to cover up the stench of death to those who are perishing? 
2. The age of the Spirit has come. We are under the New Covenant of life, righteousness, freedom, and glory. The veil has been lifted. Are we beholding Him and being transformed into His image? 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Where are you the aroma of Christ to God?  Does how you suffer in this world as a believer look like Christ? 


2. What can you expect if you are the fragrance of death to some? 

3. What do you spend your time beholding besides Christ and how does that change you? 

4. What will it look like for you to behold the glory of the Lord in Christ and allow His Spirit to transform you into His image? What do you need to behold about Christ this month? 



Summary of 2 Corinthians 1:12-3:18
Paul begins the body of his letter by defending his change of travel plans as being out of love for them, answering accusations against himself and pointing to the faithfulness of God’s word through Paul. He urges them to forgive and restore the one who caused them all so much pain as he shares his deep emotion over their wellbeing. But he thanks God who leads His people on a victory march, captives of Christ, following Him in His suffering and therefore spreading the fragrance of Him wherever they are led. Yet to some, that fragrance is life and to others it is the aroma of death depending on their response to the gospel. Paul then answers the demand for a letter of recommendation by contrasting the Old Covenant with the New Covenant of which he is a minister. Under the New Covenant, there is life by the Spirit as hearts are transformed from hearts of stone to hearts of flesh and the veil has been lifted allowing us to behold the unfading glory of God in the face of Christ. As we do so, we are transformed into His image as we become like the One we behold. 






Closing Thoughts: 

Who do you smell like? If you smell like Christ as you walk through suffering for the sake of the gospel, to some you will be the smell of life but to others you will be the smell of death. Don’t be surprised by this! (1 Peter 4:12-13). We are under the New Covenant with unveiled faces. Behold His glory in the face of Christ and be transformed into His image. 

We become what we behold. 






Homework: 

· Read 2 Corinthians 1:4-5 and work on the study guide  (To be sent out soon) Also, finish 2 Corinthians 1:12-3:18 study guide
· Read “You Become what you Behold” by John Piper. 
· Next Study: Tuesday, November 18 (3rd Tuesday)
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