Women’s Bible Study
March 23, 2026
2 Corinthians 10-12:13

WELCOME! 

Binders and Notes-Hand Out

Goal of Bible study: 
· To grow in the knowledge of the Lord in order to treasure Him more fully and to reflect Him more accurately as we are conformed to His image. 

“And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another.” (2 Cor. 3:18)

Review: 
This Year: 2 Corinthians 

Author: Paul

Purpose of 2 Corinthians: After a strained relationship with the church in Corinth that included a letter of correction (1 Corinthians), a painful visit, and a severe letter of rebuke, they have repented so Paul is writing to help rebuilt their relationship, address some ongoing issues (Super Apostles), and tell them how to prepare for his upcoming visit. 

 Issues Ongoing in Corinth
· Questions over Paul’s changing travel plans
· Lack of completion of the collection they were to do for the saints in Jerusalem
· Some are still entangled in immorality and idolatry
· Paul’s unwillingness to be paid like other “apostles” led them to question his apostleship.
· Of greatest concern was a group of Jewish Christians that Paul calls “Super Apostles” who question Paul’s legitimacy as an apostle because of his weakness, sufferings, and afflictions. 
· To urge them to make preparation for his 3rd and final visit. 

Outline
1. Overview and Introduction/Comfort in Affliction (1:1-11)
2. Paul’s personal defense-His Commendation is from God (1:12-3:18)
3. Paul’s defense of his ministry-Do not lose heart (4-5)
4. Paul’s Appeal-God’s grace is not in vain (6-7)
5. Call to complete the collection for the saints (8-9)
6. Paul’s apostolic authority over the “super apostles” (10:1-11:15)
7. Boasting in weakness/His power made perfect (11:16-12:13)
8. Preparation for Paul’s third visit/Closing (12:14-13:14)



Overview
1:1-11-Introduction (Sept.)
1:12-7:16-Paul’s defense: Personal and Ministry (Oct., Nov., Dec.)
8-9-Giving generously (Jan.)
10:1-12:13-The rebellious minority (Feb. March)
12:14-13:10-Preparations for a third visit (April)
13:11-14-Final Greetings (April)

2 Corinthians 1:1-11
Introduction
Blessing/Benediction
Paul’s trials and afflictions
We are comforted in Christ in order to comfort others. 

2 Corinthians 1:12-3:18
Paul’s defense of his travel plans
God leads in triumphal procession in Christ
We are the aroma of Christ-aroma of death vs. aroma of life
Old Covenant vs. New Covenant 
We become what we behold.

2 Corinthians 4-5
Paul defends his ministry
Treasure in jars of clay
Temporary afflictions vs eternal weight of glory
New creation/Ambassadors
Our frailty magnifies God’s power and the glory of Christ. 

2 Corinthians 6-7
Paul’s life of suffering as his commendation
Call to separate from the world/God dwells in our midst
Godly grief produces repentance
Welcomed by God, we walk in holiness and godly repentance in the fear of the Lord.  

2 Corinthians 8-9

Summary 
Paul is again calling the Corinthians to live out the gospel in “others-centeredness” and self-sacrifice. Contrary to the “super apostles” and the Corinthians’ own tendency, self-exaltation is not the gospel. Rather, like Christ, believers are to lay down their lives for others. In this section, Paul urges them to show that generosity and willing sacrifice in the completion of the collection that they started a year ago but have not finished. He puts forth the churches in Macedonia as those who have given out of their poverty and affliction, not reluctantly but with zeal and a strong desire to be a part of the relief of the saints. Ultimately, the example Paul gives for them to follow is Christ who was rich, but for our sake became poor so that we might become rich. He commends men whom he is sending with the letter as those who have deep care for them and want to help them get the collection in order before Paul himself arrives so they will live up to what he has boasted about them and not be put to shame. Yet, they are not to give out of compulsion, rather, with a willing, voluntary, and cheerful spirit. He assures them that they are not expected to give more than they are able and that their heart posture is what matters most. He encourages them that participation shows their love for Christ and is evidence of the work of the gospel in their hearts and God will give them the grace to complete it. It will result in a harvest of righteousness and continued thankfulness to God as well as bring unity and shared affection for the “household of faith.” All of this flows from God’s inexpressible gift in the gospel and His surpassing grace to us. 

Grace Begets Grace: Walking out the Gospel in the Gift of Giving

Group Discussion 
· Work through 2 Cor. 10:11-15 study guide. 

Teaching 2 Corinthians 10-11:15
“Wage divine warfare to guard devotion to Christ”

2 Corinthians 10:1-6: Paul’s Plea
· Paul now turns his attention to correct their misunderstanding of his ministry. There have been accusation that he is timid when he is face to face with them and only bold via letter. 
· He is going to exhort them that his perceived timidness is really the meekness and gentleness of Christ but that he will be bold with them if need be.

· What does Paul entreat or beg of them? 
· What do some suspect of Paul? 

· Paul knows that no matter how they perceive him, he models Christ who walked in gentleness and meekness. 
· Yet, he begs them that he won’t have to be bold in their presence to correct the problems in Corinth. 
· Some think he walks “according to the flesh” and he assumes he will indeed have to be bold towards them. 
· Paul clearly establishes here that he intends to visit and they ought to be prepared. 
· He also refers detractors among them who challenge his ability to discipline in person (from his last visit) and only able to write severe letters. In a sense they are accusing him of being a coward or ineffective in person and yet being a harsh bully from a distance. 

· How does Paul wage warfare? 

· Paul reiterates that he is “in the flesh” meaning he is merely a “jar of clay” so his warfare is not done in his own power but in the power of God. 
· The specific warfare Paul is referring to is his discipline towards those in rebellion. When he was with them, he was humbled and grieved over their unrepentance, a response which they regarded as timid. Then the “severe letter” brought godly grief and repentance, but his detractors viewed it as arrogant, hurtful, and to frighten them. 
· These accusations that he walks according to the flesh are some of the “lofty opinions” that the divine power with which Paul wages war will pull down. 
· Paul highlights a paradox in which he portrays Christ as meek and gentle and yet as a conquering King to which prisoners taken captive and brought to obedience.
· Paul asserts that this divine warfare is intended to bring every rebellious attitude under the submission of Christ and that he is ready to exercise discipline when he returns to them although he hopes not to have to. 

2 Corinthians 10:7-11: Paul’s Rebuke

· What does Paul want them to consider in their confidence?

·  Some in their midst doubt that Paul is a Spirit-empowered minister of the gospel which Paul has tried to refute as he asserts his weapons of divine power. Yet, because of what they regarded as an unsuccessful attempt at church discipline when he was present with them at his last visit, they have a negative perspective of him. 
·  Paul’s response is to remind them again that the very fact they exist as a church shows that his ministry is effective. If they are in Christ, than indeed so is Paul. 

· Why did the Lord give Paul authority? 

· Paul tells them that he is not called by God to demolish the church but to build up the church. Yet they criticize him for not doing what he has not been called to do and instead operating with grace and a desire to build them up.
·  Throughout both letters, Paul claims apostolic authority which is to be acknowledged by them. Because he is called by God, he will not be ashamed when all things are revealed at the judgment seat of Christ. 
· Paul is reinforcing his authority in order to prepare them for his final visit so they can solve the problems he addresses and he won’t have to do so when he arrives. 
· His goal is not to frighten them but to build them up. The “letters”=the severe letter that brought them to repentance. 

· What kinds of things are being said about Paul? 

· They are challenging his ability to discipline during a visit and instead send a letter when, at the time, they were expecting a return visit. 
· Paul assures them that he is able and willing to confront them in person as he did via letter. 

2 Corinthians 10:12-18: Super Apostles as Intruders
· Paul is addressing various groups who still oppose him-detractors who view him as weak, “super-apostles” who commend themselves, and those who are unrepentant. 
· While he is still speaking to the Corinthians, Paul now shifts his attention specifically to his opponents who are outsiders.

· How are those who oppose Paul commending themselves? To what or whom are they comparing themselves? What does Paul say about them? 

· Paul boasts in the ministry assigned to him but he does not overreach into areas that are “off limits” to him or belong to another. Yet, these outsiders have done just that.  These “super apostles” have come into Paul’s mission field. 

· What does Paul hope is accomplished through his ministry in Corinth?

· Paul’s hope is that his ministry in Corinth will give him the fellowship and prayer support to move out of the region to other places of ministry who have not heard the gospel.

2 Corinthians 11:1-4: The Fool’s Speech-Bearing with Deceivers

· Though Paul has said he won’t dare to compare himself to them, he now proceeds to do so as he calls out their foolish speech.
· Paul has dismissed them for commending themselves and now he points to the folly of joining their thinking. 

· Speaking to the Corinthians, why does Paul say he is jealous for them? 

· Paul was the first to join them to Christ. As such, it is his calling to present them pure and uncorrupted to Christ. However, they do not “bear with” him so he asks them to consider the foolishness of being led astray by these outsiders. 
· Discuss betrothal-the father/betrother is responsible for the betrothed’s purity until he presents her as a pure virgin to her husband. It is unacceptable that these outsiders should come in and defile their purity by preaching another Jesus. 

· What is Paul fearful of? 

· In the same way that Eve was deceived by the serpent, Paul fears they will be led astray from their pure devotion to Christ. 
· While these outsides may have proclaimed a Jesus-it is another Jesus and another gospel, a ministry based in tablets of stone, in the keeping of the law, which these super-apostles adhere to. 
· While they struggle to bear with Paul, they quickly bear with and readily accept this false gospel. 

2 Corinthians 11:5-11: The Super-Apostles

· What does Paul bring up again that he is being accused of? What is Paul’s response to their accusations?

· Paul challenges that he is not inferior to them nor has not done any wrongdoing and does not have any lack of love for them by not accepting payment from them. In fact, he has received support from other churches in order not to burden them. 
· This stance sets Paul apart from the false apostles who claim that by not accepting payment, he doesn’t love the Corinthians. In reality, they want to claim they all work on the same terms which Paul is not going to allow them to say. 

· What does Paul say is the true identity of these men? Who does he compare them to? 

· Paul clearly states that these men are false apostles, disguising themselves as servants of Christ in the same way that Satan masquerades as an angel of light. Paul boldly claims that these outsiders are servants of Satan and is assured of their end. 

Summary of 2 Corinthians 10-11:15
Under accusation that he walks according to the flesh because he is weak and unable to discipline in person and then is harsh in letter, Paul urges the Corinthians not to put him in a position to have to bring apostolic discipline to them when he arrives. He warns them that his weapons of warfare carry divine power to pull down any who stand in opposition to God and bring all into captivity to Christ. Paul reminds those who question his ministry that the fact they exist points to his legitimacy as an apostle. Yet, his authority is intended by God to build up the church, not tear it down. Unlike those who have come into Paul’s area of gospel ministry, Paul will not commend himself or compare himself with others. He was in fact the first to come to them with the gospel with the goal of having effective ministry beyond them. Yet now he feels a jealousy for them like a father who has betrothed a daughter to her husband that they may be pure in their devotion to Christ. However, he fears that like Eve, they will be led astray because they quickly bear with those who preach a different Jesus and a different gospel by accepting the word of these super-apostles who preach a different gospel and who also accuse Paul of not loving them because he won’t take payment from them. On the contrary, Paul intentionally was supported by other churches so as not to be a burden to them. Paul identifies these outsiders for who they are-false apostles and servants of Satan who will one day be judged by God. 

Thoughts to consider: 

Do we wage warfare with divine power to guard our devotion to Christ? Our warfare is not according to the flesh but is according to the power of God to tear down any lofty opinions that stand against God and take every thought captive to obey Christ. What thoughts lead us astray from pure devotion to Christ? Are we on guard against Satan’s servants who are disguised as servants of righteousness who try to infiltrate our own lives as well as the church? 

Waging divine warfare to guard our devotion to Christ

Break

Teaching 2 Corinthians 11:16-12:13
 “Boasting in Weakness and the Sufficiency of God’s Grace”

2 Corinthians 11:16-21: A Fool Boasts
· Paul urges them not to think of him as a fool, however if they are going to, let them listen to him like they would any fool so he too can “boast.”
· Paul speaks here with strong irony-since boasting is what fools do (as these outsiders), Paul will imitate their foolishness with his own boasting. There is pain in his words here-we see a minister of the gospel grieving for a church he founded but who is close to being rejected by them in favor of other teachers who claim to be superior, but who preach doctrines that will destroy the church. 
· Paul is going to join in their “boasting” but ironically, he will boast in his weakness, not his achievements. 

· What does Paul say they are willing to bear with? 

· They are willing to bear with those who make them slaves, devour them, or take advantage of them, those who put on airs and strike them in the face! Paul simply claims he was too “weak” to treat the Corinthians like that. He is being sarcastic-if his opponents say he is weak, let them know he was too weak to treat the Corinthians like these outsiders have. 
· This reintroduces Paul’s argument about strength being found in weakness. 

2 Corinthians 11:21b-33: The Fool’s Speech
· Paul now gives what is knows as “the fool’s speech” in which Paul mirrors the claims of these outsiders and what they boast in-Jewish heritage, their accomplishments, visions and revelations while in contrast they have pointed to Paul’s sufferings as signs of inferiority. 
· Paul, however, doesn’t try to compare himself with them in a way to exalt himself, rather he boasts in his weaknesses, the very thing they use against him, to show that his ministry reflects the suffering ministry of Christ. 
· The idea of the “foolishness” of the gospel including a suffering Savior carries throughout Paul’s ministry and has been repeated to the Corinthians throughout his relationship with them (1 Cor. 1:22-25)

· What kinds of things do these outsiders boast in? What is Paul’s almost dismissive response to that? 

· They boast that they are Hebrews, Israelites, offspring of Abraham. Paul merely states that’s irrelevant as he is too. 
· They claim to be servants of Christ, but Paul says he is a “better one” (a foolish way of saying it, he admits). Yet, he claims to be “greater” not in the way they expect or measure greatness. 

· In what ways does Paul say he is “greater”? 

· Paul gives an extensive list of his sufferings and trials that he as endured as a minister of the gospel. He is not highlighting the suffering itself, rather the “foolishness” of his missionary travels and ongoing proclamation of the gospel, which he has endured for the sake of Christ. 
· The metaphor that we read of in 2 Cor. 2 regarding being led in triumphal procession in Christ is played out here in Paul’s life as he follows his suffering, crucified Messiah. 
· These outsiders have sought to compare themselves with Paul, pointing to their superiority, yet Paul see his sufferings as evidence that he is Christ’s servant because he is following in the sufferings of Christ. 

· In addition to these kinds of things, what else does Paul deal with on a daily basis? 

· Besides all of the opposition, Paul faces daily anxiety in his care for all of the churches. In spite of all of the difficulties in establishing churches, we might think that these believers would be a source of reward and joy for him. While he does find joy in the churches, all of them have issues he has needed to address, and he faces daily pressure to help these communities grow up in Christ. 
· While Paul has listed many things he has endured, this one seems to be the thing that weighs on him the heaviest. 
· If he is a “better” minister of Christ, it is only because by all of these weaknesses, he reflects Christ, unlike the outsiders who view themselves as superior by their personal accomplishments. 
· Paul ends his comparison with rhetorical questions with their implied answers being no one compares with him in the weaknesses he has suffered in the pursuit of the ministry God has called him to. 
· Paul is angry at the abuse they are suffering at the hands of these outsiders as they try to detract the Corinthians from loyalty to Christ with another gospel. 

· What does Paul reiterate that he will boast in if he must boast? 

· Paul states he will only boast in his weakness. He asserts that God knows he isn’t lying. 

· What story does Paul now recount? Why does he mention that now? 

· This can seem out of place after Paul’s long list of sufferings. Paul is getting ready to recount visions in which he is “caught up” to heaven so he opens with a reminder that he was never one who conquered in victory, rather at his conversion, he had to escape like a prisoner and be “lowered down” in a basket. 
· Interesting fact-Aretas IV died in AD 40 putting Paul’s conversion date no later than 37-38 and quite likely around 34/35 with an escape from Damascus around 36-37. 

2 Corinthians 12:1-10: The Climax of Weakness 
· Paul is now going to “boast” in his most extreme weakness-the “thorn in his flesh” given to keep him in humility and dependence on the Lord. 
· Any “visions and revelations” of the outsiders have led to their spiritual pride, yet Paul operates in humility because he lacks power on his own and is completely dependent on the Lord, whose power is made perfect in our weakness. 

· What does Paul say happened to him? When? 

· Paul tells of a vision/revelation which mirrors the claims of these outsiders. He too has had visions, yet nothing which he is free to tell. So, while he could boast as it is true, Paul counters their claim that these things authenticate their ministry. 
· Paul says these visions are irrelevant to the argument regarding one’s legitimacy as an apostle. Despite the glory of such an experience, it is “useless” in that nothing he heard could be told! 
· Paul indeed knows the “man” (himself) but even distances himself from the experience. He is not diminishing the experience, only that it is private and not meant to authenticate his ministry. Therefore, he will not boast as one caught up to heaven but as one brought down in weakness. 

· What did God do and why? 
· If Paul will not boast in his visions, what does he boast in and why? 

· Paul told of revelations which he cannot reveal, now he speaks of a weakness given without healing. Paul declares that he can boast in this weakness because he is confident that it is there that Christ’s power rests upon him. 
· Genuine gospel ministry is found in following Christ in suffering and yet finding power in dependence upon Him alone. Meekness, humility, patience and endurance, all Christlike attributes of the believer, are developed in weakness. 
· What was Paul’s thorn in the flesh? Physical? Relational? It may be to our advantage not to know. Whatever it was, it was given by God, yet was a messenger of Satan, reminding us of the story of Job. 

· How many times does Paul plead with God? What is God’s response? 

· Paul asks God 3 times to remove it. The Lord’s response is the climax not just of this section but in many ways, the entire letter. God’s power in our weakness and suffering is a theme that runs throughout. The powerful salvation of God was itself brought about through the powerless crucified One. 
· God’s grace towards His people is inseparable from His power-to be given one is to be given the other. This power becomes a reality in our weakness and reflects Christ’s suffering in the crucifixion and the power of God in His resurrection. 

2 Corinthians 12:11-13: The Fool’s Speech Epilogue
· What does Paul say they ought to have done? 

· The Corinthians ought to have commended Paul because he bore all the signs of a true apostle. Instead, they have been drawn away by these outsiders who boast in their own strength rather than the power of God in their weakness. 
· Paul closes this section with more irony that they would “forgive him” for not being a burden to them. 

Summary of 2 Corinthians 11:16-12:13
Since the Corinthians seem to want to hear boasting, Paul joins in as he ironically and sarcastically “boasts” like the fools they want to listen to. He highlights his “weakness” in his unwillingness to take advantage of them like these outsiders have. Like them, he too has Jewish heritage and is a servant of Christ. However, he claims to be a “better” servant because of the suffering, trials, and hardships he has endured as a minister of the gospel including of paramount importance, his daily pressure for the life and health of the churches. Unlike the super-apostles who boast in their achievements, Paul says he will only boast in those things that highlight his weakness. He counters their claims of visions and revelations as authenticating apostleship by recounting his own visions which he was not even allowed to share. In fact, because of these visions, he was given a thorn in the flesh by God to keep him humble, weak, and dependent. While he asked God to remove it, the Lord kept it in place so that His power could be seen in Paul’s weakness. The weakness that the outsiders accuse Paul of is the very thing that authenticates his apostleship and magnifies God’s power in his ministry. Strength and power are found in weakness and dependence not in self-exaltation about one’s own abilities. Paul closes with a rebuke that the Corinthians ought to have known these things and commended Paul rather than being led away by outsiders trying to detract them from the true gospel of Christ which is characterized by suffering and weakness as we follow a crucified Savior. 

Boasting in Weakness and the Sufficiency of God’s Grace 

Application: 

1. We are often easily led away from a pure devotion to Christ. We need to wage warfare according to God’s divine power against any lofty opinions in our own minds, taking every thought captive to Christ. 
2. Often, we look at our own outward accomplishments or measurable “successes” when we consider the ministry God has called us to. We ought to consider the things that make us weary, broken, and weak as the things that magnify the gospel and God’s working in and through us. 
3. We tend to view weakness and trials as obstacles to our lives. Yet, the Lord says that these things highlight His power in our lives as we walk in daily dependence upon Him. In all of our struggles, He gives grace that is sufficient to enable us to reflect Christ in our suffering, Who suffered for us to bring us to God. 

Discussion Questions: 

1. What are ways that you can be led astray from a pure devotion to Christ?  


2. How can you wage warfare in your mind, taking every thought captive? What does that look like? 

3. Where are you weary or weak in the ministry God has called you to and how does 2 Corinthians encourage you in your weakness? 

4. What have you prayed for God to remove from you and how might God use that weakness to magnify His power in your life? 


Closing Thoughts: 

We are easily tempted to be distracted from the true gospel and be led astray from devotion to Christ, especially when we face difficulties, trials, and suffering. Yet, if we are to follow a crucified Savior, we will follow Him in weakness, brokenness, and suffering. While we may view these things are obstacles in our lives, the Lord says these are opportunities that He has given us to cause us to walk in humility and dependence on Him. Yet, He promises to give sufficient grace in our weakness for it is there that His power is magnified. It is precisely in our weakness that we find strength because it is found in dependence upon God and not ourselves. It is in weakness and suffering that we most image our Savior who walked in weakness and suffering, laying down His life for us, and it was through His suffering that the power of God was displayed in His glorious resurrection. 

Waging divine warfare to guard our devotion to Christ, we boast in our weakness because it magnifies God’s power and the sufficiency of God’s grace. 

Homework: 

· Read 2 Corinthians 12:14-13:14 and work on the study guide  (To be sent out soon) Also, finish 2 Corinthians 10:11-15 and 11:16-12:3 study guides
· Next Study: Tuesday, April 28 
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