Women’s Bible Study
February 22, 2022
Luke 19&20

This Year: 
· The Gospel of Luke (Chapters 9-24)  

Goal of Bible study: 
· We come together to realign to the King through the study of His Word.

Review: 
Overarching theme of the Kingdom=Restoration through the King (4:18-19) 

Narrative/Background 
· Announcement of the coming kingdom (1:32-33) 
· Birth of the king (2:11) 
· Presentation of the king (2:22) 
· Way of the king prepared (3:4) 
· The genealogy of the king (3:23-38) 
· The anointing of the king (3:21-22) 
· The victory of the king over the enemy (4:13) 
-Rule of the king begins (4:21)
-The authority of the king (4:32, 36) 
-The mission of the king (4:43) 
· The Kingdom Community (5:32) 
· The King is Lord of the Sabbath (6:5) 
· The King appoints new leadership (6:13) 
· The Ethic of the Kingdom (6:27) 
· The Scope of the Kingdom and the Compassion of the King (7:2, 13) 
· Evidence for the King (7:22) 
· Response of Love for the King (7:46-47) 	
			
Travel/Teaching 
· Those who follow the King must have ears to hear. (8:8)   
· “Who do you say that I am?”-Responses to the King (9-10) 
Jesus sets His face for Jerusalem to complete His mission. (9:53)
· The Dividing Line-Some believe while others reject the King (11-12)
· Repent or Perish: The Urgency of the Message (13-14)
· The Heart of the Father (15-16) 
· When the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on earth? (17-18) 

Luke 19-20: Jesus’s Passion Week



Summary of Luke 17-18 
· The disciples ask Jesus to increase their faith but Jesus points not to the need for more faith, rather it’s the object of our faith that matters and faithfulness to Him. 
· Faith “looks like” restoring those who repent, faithfully doing our duty as servants, responding in gratitude (like the healed leper), being ready for the Son of Man, persisting in prayer for God’s justice (like the widow), recognizing our desperate need for mercy (like the tax collector), welcoming the weak and outcast (like the children), giving up all claims to status and following Jesus (unlike the rich ruler), seeing Him for who He is (like the blind man).  
· In losing our lives, our lives are saved, and we will be rescued with the Son of Man comes. Justice will be given, the humble exalted, and we will receive the kingdom/eternal life. 
· Will the Son of Man find faith (faithfulness) on the earth when He comes? 
· Ultimately, the Son of Man will find faith as we are in Christ, and we are united to Him and His faithfulness. 
Review Bible Study Methods 
Observation:
-Read through the chapter, making notes of what the text says looking for the “who, what, when, where, why, and how” questions. Don’t interpret yet-just discern what the passage says. 
-Try to give a title to each section.
Interpretation:
-Now ask questions such as, “What is Luke trying to communicate? How does this chapter fit into the overall themes of Luke? What would this have meant to the original audience?” 
Application: 
-Make sure you do the first 2 steps before moving on to application! 
-Looking over your notes, begin to ask what the text means for you. What are the principles of the text that you sense the Lord wants you to take from this passage? How ought this text change how you think or live? (Make sure you do this in your daily devotions!)




Luke 19 
(See printed text in notes)

Observations: (Example)
Luke 19:1-10
· Jericho-Where is it? What do we know about it?
· Jesus is “passing through-not staying. 
· Zacchaeus-chief tax collector, rich, short, trying to see Jesus. Persistent in trying to see Him by climbing a tree. 
· There was a crowd wanting to see Jesus. 
· Jesus saw Zacchaeus in the tree-invited Himself into his home. 
· Zacchaeus-hurried to meet Jesus, joyfully received Him. 
· People grumbled about Jesus again meeting with sinners. 
· Zacchaeus makes a “public” announcement-stands and declares he will make restitution and restoration for his sin. 
· Jesus declares salvation has come to his house-Today.
· Son of Abraham? 
· Son of Man-key title for Jesus. He came to seek and save the lost. 

Take 10 minutes-Make observations on the rest of Luke 19. (Take notes in margins, circle, etc.) Discuss together.

Interpretation/Themes from Luke: 

Luke 19:1-10: 
· Jericho is about 20 km from Jerusalem. This story serves as the climax on the “travel” section
· Zacchaeus like the widow, tax collector, children, and blind beggar is a person of low social status among Jews but high status among Rome. (Chief tax collector) Because of his social status, the crowd wouldn’t let him see Jesus. Theme: Those with low social status, sinners, being drawn to Jesus. 
· There is a clear contrast between the “righteous” rich ruler and the “sinner” rich ruler, Zacchaeus. Both are rich. One is respected and well known, and one is considered a sinner, outcast from Jewish society. Zacchaeus recognized his need. Theme: Recognizing need, Jesus came for the sick, not those who were “well”.
· Zacchaeus goes to extraordinary lengths to find out who Jesus is. Theme: Who do you say that I am?
· Rich ruler-the crowd’s response is “Who then can be saved?” Zacchaeus-Jesus responds, “Salvation has come to this house today.” The rich can be saved, a point Luke makes with this story following the one of the rich young ruler. 
· Those who are true sons of Abraham are those of faith in who Jesus is. 
· Who is seeking whom? Zacchaeus is seeking to see Jesus but, in the end, we learn that it’s Jesus who is seeking Zacchaeus. Hoping to see Jesus, he is actually the one seen by Him. 
Title this section: “The Son of Man came to seek and save the lost.”

Luke 19:11-27: 
· After the incident with Zacchaeus, Jesus tells them a parable to reinforce what is happening and also to prepare them for what is coming in Jerusalem. (The kingdom is not going to appear immediately like they expect).
· His message is one of “faithfulness while waiting”. Theme: Faithfulness, stewardship and what faithfulness looks like while waiting.
· Remember, parables are not direct one to one comparisons-not necessarily an allegory but Jesus is using something they can relate to in order to make a point. 
· In the 1st century, it was not unusual for servants/slaves to do business on behalf of their master while he was away. The point was to make a profit. 
· “Enemies” refers to those who reject the authority of the king and reject his claim to the throne. 
· The king eventually returns, and a time of reckoning begins. First, slaves are held to account for the profit they made. Theme: Echoes Luke 12:35-48 and being ready when the master comes. 
· The 3rd servant recognizes the nobleman as lord, but then flatly refuses to obey what he commanded. What he has is taken from him. (See Luke 8:18)
· Lastly, those who reject the ruler are faced with judgment. Theme: Woe, repent or perish, danger of rejecting the king.
Title this Section:  Well done good and faithful servant

Luke 19:28-40: 
· The journey to Jerusalem that began in 9:51 comes to an end as the King arrives at Jerusalem. This section serves as a bridge between Jesus’s teaching and travels with His passion week. Theme: Kingship of Jesus, the division the King brings 
· Getting the colt has OT expectations (See Zechariah 9:9). These certify Jesus as Messiah. 
· In history, the person entering the city wasn’t coming to claim kingship, rather it was an already achieved victory celebration. 
· The text slows, listing cities as Jesus advances towards Jerusalem. 
· The donkey is a new colt (pointing to Zechariah 9:9) and it taken without question because “The Lord has need of it.” All along Jesus has been walking, now He rides a colt. In Israel’s history, kings rode to their coronation and Jesus is the same, coming triumphantly, victoriously, yet humbly.  Theme: The king coming in peace.
· Psalm 118:26 is quoted-a hymn of royal entry. 
· Yet, the crowd is not just quoting the OT but they are now praising God for His good works and miraculous deeds. Echoes of Luke 13:35 as well. 
· The Pharisees represent all who reject God’s plan and those who don’t want the King to rule over them. 
· Others have referred to Jesus as Messiah but here Jesus embraces that claim by refusing to stop His disciples. 
The fact that the stones would sing praise points to the cosmic reality of the consummation of God’s plan of salvation seen in this event. (From Genesis 3-Is this the one? This is the One!)
Title this section: Blessed is the King who Comes in the Name of the Lord

Luke 19:41-48 
·  Rather than receive the king with praise, Jerusalem fails to recognize God’s salvation plan which causes Jesus to weep. Theme: The Jews not understanding who Jesus is and what He was doing. 
· Peace=salvation term, the gift of God that brings salvation.
· City refers primarily to the temple system and leadership rather than Israel as a whole or all Jews. 
· As Israel fell to enemies of old, it is again forewarned that it will face judgment for its unfaithfulness and rejection of the salvation plan of God. 
· This is the first time Luke puts Jesus in the temple since he was 12. He first recovers the temple for its proper use before teaching there. (Quoted from Isaiah 56:7) If the temple had been used properly, would they have missed the time of their visitation?
Title this section: You Did Not Know the Time

Summary of Luke 19/Main Idea:
Following the story of the rich, young ruler, Luke tells of another rich ruler, Zacchaeus who was a tax collector meeting Jesus and being so convinced of who Jesus is, he changed his life to repay those who had wronged. Jesus uses this interaction to tell a parable about stewardship and being faithful to the master. Jesus then enters Jerusalem triumphantly, fulfilling the long-foretold plan of God. However, Jesus also weeps over the city because they did not know the time of His coming. 
Main Idea: The King Enters Jerusalem

Luke 20 
(See printed text)

Observations: Spend 10 minutes observing Luke 20 in small groups. 

Interpretation/Themes from Luke: 

Luke 20:1-18
· The leadership in Jerusalem want to know where He gets His authority, but Jesus knows they are trying to trap Him, so He refuses to answer. He, in fact, answers their question with a question that they can’t answer. Theme: The leadership of the Jews questioning Jesus. Jesus’s authority over them.
· Jesus is preaching the gospel=the announcement of the coming Kingdom.
· Jesus then tells another parable (See Isaiah 5:1-7) to make a point regarding authority. A son would have the full authority of the father and as heir would represent the father’s interest. But not only is the son not received but he is rejected and killed by those tenants of the vineyard. Theme: The “beloved” Son is rejected by those who are supposed to be servants of the master. 
· Jesus returns to Psalm 118:22 to solidify what is happening-the stone that the builders rejected as become the cornerstone. 
Title this section: The Rejected Stone has become the Cornerstone

Luke 20:19-40
· The scribes and priests discern that He is telling the parable about them. (He looked directly at them) so from that time on, their pursuit is to arrest Him.
· They respond by setting up surveillance agents to act on their behalf, likely to avoid further public embarrassment and to try to catch Him in something He says. 
· Denarius=a day’s wage, required yearly from each adult male. It was a reminder of Rome’s position as “overlord” of Israel. Failure to pay was rebellion against that authority. They are trying to put Jesus “between a rock and a hard place” with a question that will condemn Him either way. 
· The spies speak truth about who Jesus is, but their motive is not to honor Him rather to trick Him. 
· Jesus doesn’t answer in a yes/no. While He doesn’t deny the necessity of obedience to rulers, in that there is the truth that all human existence is subservient to God’s universal rule. Theme: God’s Kingdom had dominion over all human rule and authority. 
· In a further attempt to trap Jesus, the Sadducees raise a question that not only challenges Jesus’s authority but the authority of Moses and the Scriptures as well. Will Jesus go against the Scriptures? 
· Jesus answers in two parts-First He draws a comparison between the sons of this age (with this world’s value system of honor and prestige) with those worthy to attain that age. (Those worthy are those whose lives are characteristic of that age’s value system of love, mercy, and humility). He challenges their question because in the absence of death in the resurrected age, the necessity of a “levirate marriage” is gone. Theme: Present age vs. Age to Come
· The 2nd part of Jesus’s answer turns to Moses to give evidence for a resurrection. In Exodus 3:6,15, God says He is the God of those who have since died (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob). It wouldn’t make sense that He was in a covenant relationship with those who no longer existed. 
· His questioners are silenced-they neither understand Moses, nor have they oriented their lives around the age to come. 
Title this section: Jesus’s authority Challenged 


Luke 20:41-47
· After being questioned, Jesus now poses a question to His questioners. He challenges them on the potential contradiction of two texts. The first (2 Sam.7:12-14) identifies the Messiah as of David’s line. The other is Psalm 110:1 in which David calls the Messiah his Lord. He challenges them in how they make sense of the Messiah’s relationship to David. Theme: Jesus as Son of David and also Son of God.
· Jesus leaves the question open ended, providing no answer but also challenging the idea that the scribes understand the Scriptures as they claim.
· Psalm 110 is a key verse in all the N.T, as it is quoted at least 14 times and is the most quoted Psalm in the N.T. It points to the Messiah as Son of David and King but also as a Priest like Melchizedek. Theme: The fulfilment of the O.T. in the N.T. 
· More than the fact that they didn’t rightly interpret the Scriptures, the scribes also fail to respond faithfully to the Scriptures. Going on the offensive, Jesus charges them with victimizing the weak whom as leaders they were meant to protect. Theme: Caring for the weak and the failure of Israel’s leadership to do so. 
Title this section: David’s Son and David’s Lord

Summary of Luke 20/Main Idea
As Jesus is teaching in the temple, His authority to do so is questioned by the Jewish leadership. After asking them a question about John’s authority which they can’t answer, He refuses to answer them and then gives a pointed parable about servants who refuse to have their master rule over them. The leaders recognize Jesus is speaking about them and turn their attention to trying to trap Him so they can have Him arrested. They pose two questions-first on the authority of Caesar and the second on the authority of Moses/the Scriptures. Jesus silences them in both cases and then asks them a question about the Messiah’s relationship to David which they cannot answer. He closes by warning the people against the scribes who neither understand the Scriptures or follow them. 
Main Idea: The Stone the Builders Rejected has become the Cornerstone

Take aways for Luke 19-20:
· Salvation comes to those who recognize their need. 
· Faith/faithfulness looks like good stewardship with what we have been given.
· The plan of God cannot be thwarted-The King comes to Jerusalem as foretold. 
· Jesus is rejected by those who should have received Him, but their rejection paves the way for others. 
· Jesus carries the authority of the Father and is subject only to Him. 
· Jesus is both Son of David (human) and Lord (deity). 



Application/Discussion:

1. Do I recognize my need before God, not just for salvation but every day? What should that look like in my life?


2. Am I being a faithful steward to my master? How?


3. Do I believe God will fulfill His promises? How does knowing that God’s plan cannot be thwarted give me peace today?


4. Do I live under the authority of the King and His Word? Where do I need to align my will under His authority? 


Closing Thoughts on Luke 19-20:
The Gospel of Luke has been driving towards this part of the narrative where the King triumphantly, yet humbly enters the Jerusalem. We have studied who this King is and what He teaches regarding the values of His Kingdom. As we close out Luke in the coming months, we will see the completed mission of restoration through the King in Jesus’s suffering, death, resurrection, and ultimate victory as the Messiah who was sent to save. 

Homework: 

· Review the application/discussion questions and reflect on what God is showing you. 
· Read Luke 21-22 and do the homework sheets if you have time. 
· Consider getting additional resources to help in your study time. 
· Next Study: Tuesday, March 15 (3rd Tuesday)
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